





Oe 2 Le 





The Standard for 
Trap Efficiency 


Note the rugged construction of the Corliss 
Valve Steam Trap. Over eighteen years of 
testing and hard service, under all operating 
conditions, have proved that the Corliss Valve, 
as embodied in this trap, will give satisfactory 
service for an indefinite period. 


We Guarantee Satisfactory Service for 
Two Years 


“No Trap 
Is Better 
Than 
Its Valve” 


A TRAP and VALVE you can depend upon under the 
severest conditions 


Plant Engineering and Equipment Co.,Inc. & 
11 John St., New York City 


Sole Manufacturers and Patentees 
Branches or Agents in Principal Cities 
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KOPPERS LIQUID 
GAS PURIFICATION 


The Modern Process 

















WHEN CONTEMPLATING an increase in Puri- 
fying Capacity—give careful consideration to Koppers 
Liquid Gas Purification. 














The story of the development of this process makes 
very interesting reading—but—the most interesting 
part of it to the gas manufacturer is the saving it will 
effect in the cost of purifying his gas and the efficient 
and flexible operation possible by its use. 


The Battle Creek Gas Company at Battle Creek. 
Michigan, has just given usa contract for a 2,000,000 
ft. Liquid Purification Plant. This plant will be op- 
erated in connection with their present oxide purifiers, 
the liquid purification plant removing hydrogen sul- 
phide down to 50 grains, from gas containing as much 
as 700 to 900 grains, and the oxide purifiers the re- 
mainder. Figures on this proposition show that their 
total purifying cost will not exceed one-half cent 
per M. 











MLO 


May we have the opportunity of presenting 
more detailed information and working out a 
proposition to meet your particular requirements? 
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The KOPPERS COMPANY \\i a 


By Sign ers and Builders of 
duct Coke & Gas Quens lie 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Winns 4 es. =o 
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How About Your 
Chemical By-Products? 


AVE you considered the advantages of having a complete 
plant operating, which was erected with one viewpoint in 
mind; that of recovering for your benefit the highest qual- 

ity of Ammonia, Benzene, Toluene. Acetone, Gasoline, Methyl- 
Alcohol, Alcohol-Ether and all Solvents, at the lowest cost? 


There is such a plant! The Hird Patent Plant. Above are 
views of the Stills and Preheaters of a Hird Patent Plant erected 
for the continuous distillation of Coal Tar, Water Gas Tar, Pe- 
troleum Oils, etc. The Hird Patent Plant is remarkable for econ- 
omy of space, labor and fuel. No fumes, low temperatures. uni- 
form products, continuous and automatic operation, low upkeep 
-—complete satisfaction. 


We will gladly send detailed information 


THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL MACHINERY COMPANY 


Delaware Avenue and Reany St., Chester, Pa. 





Note: We have moved into our new Factory at Chester, Pa., and have closed our Philadelphia offi. es. 
Correspondence should be addressed to Chester. 
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Improving Quality and Reducing Labor with Gas 


Arguments for the Industrial Fuel Salesman 


By J. E. BULLARD 


Talk with practically any manufacturer and he will 
admit that it is hard to maintain quality. Sometimes 
he cannot secure raw material of the old-time quality. 
It may be machine supplies. It may be many other 
things. 

One very important factor, however, is labor. 
Though he is paying more for labor than he did be- 
fore the war, he probably is not getting such good 
results from it. This is 
largely due to the war. 


trial gas salesman opportunities to sell gas on a 
basis where the rate does not loom up so importantly 
as it has sometimes in the past. Labor is still high, 
and when labor can be reduced and quality improved 
at the same time the manufacturer is going to listen. 
In Providence. R. I., one of the largest bakeries is 
now using an automatic oven with a capacity of 3,500 
lb. of bread. This oven is 110 ft. long and consumes 
2,250 cu. ft. an hour. The 





rate earned is not espe- 





There was a great shift- 
ing of labor during the 
war. Men went into any 
line of work for the 
higher wages. Conditions 
have not yet been alto- 
gether readjusted. In ad- 
dition, some four million 
men would have been 
learning trades and per- 
fecting themselves in per- 
forming certain jobs were 
taken out of industry any- 
where from six months to 
two or three years. 

It is no wonder then 
that it is hard to maintain 
quality. Neither is it any 
wonder that the wise 
manufacturer is interested 
in any appliance or fuel 
that will aid him in main- 
taining quality. 

The bread baker has 


frequently 


ing company. 


Editor. 








Salesmen who devote their time 
to selling gas for industrial uses 
encounter 
tions where comparisons will not 
swing the sale. This article shows 
just what persuaded a large bak- 
The results de- 
scribed proved the argument.— 


cially low but the uniform 
baking and the fact that 
labor is reduced 50 per 
cent are factors that have 
caused the concern to in- 
stall more ovens of the 
same type. In fact, it is 
installing ovens of this 
° type in bakeries that it 
epee operates in other cities. 
Uses High-Pressure 
Burners 


High-pressure burners 
are used with a pressure 
of three pounds main- 
tained by two three horse- 
power electric _motors 
The temperature is main- 
tained at 450 deg. and the 
baked product is uniform. 
There is no variation in 
the baking and this uni- 











been faced with the diffi- 
culty of maintaining uni- 
form quality. A new brand of bread is placed upon 
the market. People like it. The initial sales are 
large. The quality is not maintained uniformly. 
People become disgusted and either bake their own 
bread or buy from some other baker ‘There are 
many families now buying less bread than they have 
been in the past. This is not due to a falling off in 
income in all cases by any means. It is due to the 
lack of uniformity in the bread that is bought. 

This lack of uniformity in quality is due in no small 
measure to the baking. Due to lack of skill and ex- 
perience or to carelessness on the part of the men 
who operate the oven, the temperatures are not main- 
tained at the right point. Perhaps indeed the bakery 
may be somewhat undermanned. 

It is such conditions as these that give the indus- 








formity in the _ bread 
means a greatly increased 
demand. It costs far more to secure new customers 
to offset the old ones that are lost than it does to 
retain the old ones. This point alone is well worth 
consideration and it is evident that this large baking 
company has taken this into serious consideration. 

After all, it is not what the gas costs.’ It is what 
effect it will have on maintaining the volume of busi- 
ness done and perhaps of increasing this volume 
Bread must be turned out as cheaply as possible but 
if, in the attempt, the quality falls off the sales fall 
off also and no economy has been effected. 

In this oven about 35 cu. ft. of gas is required for 
every hundred pounds of bread. If the gas costs the 
baker a dollar per thousand cubic feet this means 3.5 
cents per hundred pounds of bread baked, or 0.035 
cents for each one-pound loaf. If a pound loaf sells 
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for 11 cents this gives us a gas cost of about one- 
third of one per cent of the retail price of bread. 

The selling cost in the bakery business will run up 
into a number of per cent at least. It doesn’t require 
very much of an increase in the uniformity of the 
bread, better satisfaction on the part of the customers 
in order to make the saving in Selling cost alone more 
than offset the total cost of the gas 

These facts give the industrial gas salesman new 
selling arguments which he can use in selling other 
bakers. It gets them away from the high cost of gas, 
the big bill that they must pay the gas company. 


Why Bakers Lose Customers 


Any baker using antiquated methods, if he will 
make a thorough and careful investigation of the rea- 
sons why people who have been using his bread have 
ceased to do so will find that a good number of them 
have stopped buying it because of the lack of uni- 
formity of quality. Some, if not all, of this uniformity 
in quality has been due to the baking. Pread cannot 
be uniform unless it is passed through various proc- 
esses under ahsolutely uniform conditions. ‘This re- 
quires an accurate control of the heat. Gas can be 
accurately and automatically controlled. The use of 
gas then tends toward uniformity. 

This big baking company is not using gas for the 
purpose of reducing the fuel bill. The fuel bill is 
probably greater than it was before. It is using gas 
to increase the profits in the business. These are in- 
creased because a uniform product is turned out that 
gives better satisfaction Because the customers are 
better satisfied it is easier to sell the bread. Because 
it is easier to sell the bread, the selling costs are re- 
duced. If the selling cost is reduced by only one- 
third of one per cent the gas used in the oven is paid 
for. It has cost the baker nothing. If the uniformity 
of quality that has been secured reduces his selling 
cost more than one-third of one per cent, and as a 
matter of fact it usually does, then using any other 
fuel than gas means a very serious drain upon the 
profits of the company. 

Now in the case of this particular baker all these 
points have been given careful consideration by the 
company’s own engineers. The words of the gas 
salesman have not been the controlling factor. Tests 
and statistics are what have been used to convince 
the baking company that it will be an economy to go 
on using more and more gas. 

Mr. Peterson, the industrial salesman for the Prov- 
idence Gas Company, has found it advisable to get 
further and further away from comparing fuel costs. 
It is not what gas costs compared with what some 
other fuel will cost that counts so much as what 
effect the use of gas has upon the other costs. It mav 
affect costs, as in this case, as far removed from the 
fuel as the cost of selling. 

It is always easier to maintain sales voltime and to 
increase sales when uniform quality is maintained 
than when it is not. This makes it cheaper to sell 
Uniform quality cannot be maintained by any method 
of inspection that has vet heen devised unless there 
is absolute uniformity in all the processes. 

In every city there are bakers who would be mak- 
ing more money if they would install gas-fired auto- 
matic ovens that turn out a uniformly baked bread. 
There are other prospective gas users who would find 





it very much easier to increase the sales of their prod- 
uct if they used gas. 

Coal and oil may be cheaper than gas for certain 
operations. They are not so dependable. If it is a 
case of comparing fuel costs, the gasman may lose 
out. If he continues to compare fuel costs the time 
comes when the electric man steps in and uses argu- 
ments that the gasman should have used. 





Book Review 


Gas Chemist's Handbook. Compiled by the chemical 
committee, technical section of the American Gas As- 
sociation. Second edition. 698 pages. 


Within the pages of this book there is found all the 
information that the gas works chemist needs to know 
in connection with his routine analytical work in the 
laboratory. The compilation of this information, of the 
latest adopted standard methods of analysis in one book 
is a work of great value to the chemist in the laboratory, 
who would otherwise have to search out this data him- 
self. The value of such handbooks cannot be over- 
estimated, as they save considerable time and in addi- 
tion thereto they afford the chemist the standard meth- 
ods of analysis that he should use instead of other 
methods which he may find in various reference books 
and which may not have heen generally adopted. Ne 
gas chemist can really afford to be without this volume. 

The book is divided into four parts, namely, Raw 
Materials, Products of Gas Manufacture, Impurities in 
Gas and Miscellaneous. The first part is concerned 
with the analysis of all the different raw materials which 
are used in gas manufacture. Considerable detail is 
given regarding the analysis of coal and coke, with spe- 
cial emphasis on the method of sampling. The taking 
of samples from a storage pile, from the coal car, from 
shipments made at the mines is described thoroughly. 
The preparation of the laboratory sample is also gone 
into in great detail. Besides the common method of 
analyzing the coal by means of the Meker burner, the 
use of gas fired or electric furnace, with accurate de- 
scription of the apparatus used, is also given in this 
volume. After detailing the various chemical tests, the 
calorimetric determinations made on the coal are de- 
scribed. The analysis of coke is given in detail like- 
wise, with special emphasis on an apparatus used to 
perform the shatter test on this material. 

The analvsis of gas oil is told in a very complete man- 
ner. The numerous chemical and physical tests that 
are ordinarily made on this raw material are given and 
particular attention is accorded to a description of the 
apparatus and method of carrying out the cracking test 
of gas oil. A data sheet, giving the various constants 
determined during the course of the experiment, is 
shown as well as examples of calculations which are 
carried through to arrive at the desired results. The 
section on Raw Materials is concluded with the analy- 
sis of the purification material. The making of the va- 
rious standard solutions required in this analvsis is de- 
scribed as well as special apparatus for carrying out the 
extraction tests. 

The second section of this handbook starts with a 
long detailed description of the methods employed in the 
analysis of illuminating gas. Here again the method of 
sampling, which is of great importance, is given in ac- 
curate detail. Various devices and apparatus used for 

(Continued on page 376.) 
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Indianapolis Company 


Seeks Increased Rate 


90 Cents Inadequate, Says Citizens Gas Company, After Ten Months’ Operation 


The Citizens Gas Company, of Indianapolis, under its 
reorganized management in which James Dunbar, con- 
gressman from the third Indiana district, takes a promi- 
nent part, has just petitioned the Indiana Public Ser- 
vice Commission for an emergency order increasing the 
rate for gas from 90 cents to $1.25 a thousand cubic 
feet. In support of its plea, the petition says the finan- 
cial condition of the company is “critical” and there “is 
imperative need for an immediate and substantial in- 
crease in its revenues” because $450,000 in bonds fall 
due May 1 of this year. 

Less than a year ago, on May 4, 1921, the commission 
increased the rate for this big utility from the time- 
honored stipend of 60 cents a thousand cubic feet to 90 
cents as an emergency measure and about the first of 
this year the State commission said the emergency con- 
tinued and that it would not reduce the rate, but would 
allow it to remain in as an emergency rate until condi- 
tions changed one way or the other. A second petition, 
filed with the commission coincidently with the first, asks 
authority for the issuance of $925,000 in 5 per cent re- 
funding bonds. These bonds would be sold to pay in- 
debtedness incurred to provide working capital, the pa 
pers set out. 

In addition to the $450,000 in bonds falling due May 
1, the petitions set out that notes in banks are falling 
due and that “petitioner has made numerous efforts to 
obtain funds to pay said bonds due May 1. 1922, and 
said notes, and without success and has exhausted every 
means by which said bonds may be paid, refunded or 
renewed.” 

The whole matter apparently exemplifies what gas- 
men throughout America have been fearing concerning 
the operation of the 60-céent by-product coke plant at 
Indianapolis for many years. It could go along and 
pay at least part of its way on the 69-cent by-product 
basis so long as the coke market kept steady or was 
rising. But when these conditions changed then the 
fact that gas was costing probably more in the holder 
than was being charged the consumer of it, hegan to 
moke itself felt in the finances of the company. Whether 
this lony period of education of the consumer to the 
feeling that he was entitled to “something for nothing’’ 
will now react to prevent a readjustment of the big 
utility’s rates is to be seen in the future. It at least is 
an admission to the gasmen of the nation that a 69-cent 
rate won't do to-day. 

The company’s second petition asked authority to dis- 
pose of its bonds at not less than 78 per cent of par, 
which is another supporting fact for a statement in the 
rate petition, which says frankly: 

“That throughout the year 1921 and until the present 
date petitioner has operated its business at a substantial 
loss, and it has been and is now wholly unable to realize 
therefrom or earn a return even approaching a reason- 
able return upon the fair value of its property.” 

A possible hint that the company may appeal to the 
courts in case the commission does not see fit to grant 
the relief asked is contained in the petition when it says 
that the 90-cent rate is “unreasonable and insufficient 
and is now and will hereafter be so low as to be confis 


catory of petitioner’s property and to deny to the peti- 
tioner the equal protection of the law and to take the 
property of this petitioner without asking provision for 
just compensation to the petitioner, in contravention of 
the Constitution of the United States.” 


Brings Shank’s Attack to Front 


The petition of the company brought to the front 
again the reckless fight of Mayor Lew Shank of Indian- 
apolis against the Public Service Commission. He and 
his corporation counsel, Taylor E. Groninger, said the 
gas petition would be opposed vigorously. 

“I told Taylor Groninger to fight this thing,’”’ said 
Shank to newspapermen. “The city will resist strenu- 
ously the requested increase. We will take whatever 
steps can be taken to fight it. The Citizens Gas Com- 
pany last year got an increase of 50 per cent in its rates. 
We had hoped. in view of the reduction in the cost of 
coal and the reduction in the cost of labor, that there 
might be a decrease rather than an increase in gas rates 
now. If any raise in the rates is made it will be over 
the earnest objection of the city.” 

The big gas company, in a public statement support- 
ing its petition, set forth that it failed by $567,538 to 
meet its fixed charges during the ten months ending 
March 1. It was stated by the company that the im- 
provement in the general business outlook has not yet 
been reflected in the company’s earnings. 

“The gas business itself has been unusually poor,” 
said the statement, “both on account of the depression 
which affects the company’s industrial customers and 
because of the unusually warm weather. Gas sales dur- 
ing the ten months period amounted to only 2,194,781,- 
000 cu. ft., as compared with 2,516,940,000 cu. ft. dur- 
ing the ten months ending May 1 last year. While there 
has been a slight improvement in the demand for 
found v ccke since the first of this year it has not gone 
very far, and the demand for domestic fuel shows no 
improvement either here or in any other part of the 
country. 


” 


Must Have Larger Revenue, Say Bankers 


“The present business of the company and its pros- 
pects for the near future are such that bankers with 
whom the company has been negotiating for financial 
assistance have decided that they can do nothinz unless 
a larger gas revenue can be assured. 

“The crisis confronting the company has been caused 
by the meturity of $450,000 general mortgage bonds on 
May 1. The company is wholly without funds to meet 
this oblivation and therefore made an effort to put out 
a refunding bond issue to take care of these $450,000 
which fall due May 1 and also $550,000 more which 
fall due May 1. 1923. Bankers expressed a willingness 
to underwrite such a refunding issue but on receiving 
the company’s earnings statements advised that they 
could not do so unless the gas rate could be :ncreased so 
that the company would earn a reasonable return on its 
investment. This left the company without any other 
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recourse than to file a petition for a rate increase.” 

Discussing frankly its own feeling that the 90-cent 
rate was inadequate even at the time it was granted by 
the commission, the petition of the company said that 
when that increase was granted in May, 1921, the com- 
pany did not regard it sufficient to pay operating ex- 
penses and meet fixed charges and give a reasonable 
return on the fair value of the property unless in the 
near future there should be “a substantial revival in 
business and a much greater demand for petitioner’s 
products.” 


New Valuation 


The company proceeds in its argument for increased 
rates on a valuation basis that takes the figures of the 
commission itself, although it sets out that the company 
denies this. commission valuation of $12,000,000 some 
time ago was at all adequate or reasonable. Additions 
to that valuation, the petition sets out, bring up the total 
now to at least $12,980,147. 

It seeks to show that the return on the decreased sales 
of gas and coke were inadequate to meet its charges. 
In 1921, it shows, the company sold only 141,659 tons 
of coke, as against 437,200 tons in 1920, thus bearing 
out recent discussions of the “coke pile” the company 
had accumulated, which have been mentioned hereto. 
fore in the JourwaAt’s columns, when policies of the 
company were under discussion. 

In other products there was a corresponding short- 
age of sales, the petitioner shows, “and the inevitable 
result has been that petitioner has had to utilize its sur- 
plus account to meet such shortage until now such sur- 
plus has been completely exhausted.” 





City Should Not Be Allowed to Participate in 
Hearings Before P. S. C., Says President 
Cortelyou of the N. Y. Consolidated 


Expressing a desire to work in absolute harmony with 
the Public Service Commission in conferences designed 
to adjust its gas rates, and claiming that “We ought not 
longer to be left a football for those concerned in the 
manoeuvers of political campaigns,” George B. Cortel- 
you, president of the Consolidated Gas Company, ad- 
dressed a letter to William A. Prendergast, chairman of 
the Public Service Commission on March 2, in which 
he strenuously opposed the tactics of Corporation Coun- 
sel O’Brien, representing the city administration, and 
objecting to the participation of the city in the confer- 
ences before the Public Service Commission. It was 
after one of these conferences that Mr. Cortelyou wrote 
to Chairman Prendergast, and he said that but for the 
disposition of the commission to permit the City of New 
York to take part at length in the cross-examination of 
witnesses and the presentation of testimony, there would 
be no occasion to discuss ways and means of expediting 
the hearing and determination of these rate cases. Mr. 
Cortelyou said: 

“Were the participation of the city not tolerated by 
the commission, these cases could and would be quickly 
tried and expeditiously determined by the commission, 
with the aid and advice of its experts concerning gas 
properties ‘and operations and the company’s claims. 
This was found to be true in the rate cases tried in the 
Federal and State Courts. With only the Public Ser- 
vice Commission for the First District and the Attorney 
General participating, trials were expeditiously con- 


cluded. Only the city’s participation in these commis- 
sion hearings creates conditions giving rise to suggestion 
of need for change in procedure. We have repeatedly 
objected to the city’s participation as unauthorized, un 
necessary and productive only of delay.” 


Mr. Cortelyou said that as a result of the two sessions 
of the conferences that had up to that time been held, he 
had seen the inevitable futility of an understanding 
long as Corporation Counsel O’Brien or his representa- 
tives attended and participated in the conferences. In 
this connection, Mr. Cortelyou said: 


“The developments have demonstrated, in our judg- 
ment, that the corporation counsel has no comprehension 
of the purposes or necessary procedure of such a con- 
ference, no sympathy with its objectives, no intention to 
enter in good faith into its tasks, no disposition to do 
anything except utilize the attempted conference and 
the continued presence of the stenographer and news- 
paper men to lecture the commission as to its manner of 
discharging quasi-judicial duties and thus to lay the 
foundation for a political campaign predicated upon al- 
leged derelictions. Only the participation of the cor- 
poration counsel makes a change from the present course 
of orderly hearings appear desirable; only the attitude 
of the corporation counsel stands in the way of the suc- 
cessful working of such an alternative plan as the com- 
mission has broached.” 

Mr. Cortelyou further stated that the attitude of the 
city in the proceedings held up to the time of writing, 
was one of unconcealed hostility, not only to the com- 
panies, but to the commission itself, with the openly ex- 
pressed conviction that regulation by commission is a 
failure and that the powers of the commission and even 
the powers and duties of the trustees of the Consoli- 
dated Gas Company should be vested in the municipality. 
Mr. Cortelvou said the conflict was fundamental, and 
that the municipal warfare is no less against public reg- 
ulation than against private ownership and operation. 
The gas companies, he said, have the right to a speedy 
determination of a question which is vital to their suc- 
cessful existence. The company, Mr. Cortelyou said, 
would be very glad to sit down at any time with the 
members of the commission and submit to them freely, 
fully and frankly in whatever detail required, any facts 
pertaining to the matter of operations, costs, records or 
properties, and to accord to the commission and its ex- 
pert staff the fullest possible right to check and verify 
any statements or claims made by the company. In this 
businesslike manner of proceeding, which Mr. Cortel- 
you termed “around-the-table conferences,” the subject 
under discussion would be of a concise and searching 
character. and “the utter antithesis of that contemplated 
by the corporation ‘counsel, which could develop only 
into a series of arms-length harangues for the steno- 
graphic record and the newspapers, producing no con- 
sensus of opinion, no fair weighing of facts as to dis- 
puted items, no agreement upon anything tending to 
shorten or simplify the taking of testimony upon the re- 
sumption of formal hearings should need therefor 
arise.” 

Mr. Cortelyou said there was no desire on the part of 
the Consolidated Gas Company to avoid the fullest pub- 
licity as to the company’s costs and properties, and that 
there was nothing to conceal, but he did realize the fact 
that the conference plan “seems an unworkable and 

futile waste of your time and ours, if it is to proceed 
like a town meeting, with a stenographic record, press 
(Continued on page 376.) 
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Forstall, Robison & Luqueer Succeed 
Humphreys & Miller and 
Forstall & Robison 


Announcement Just Made of New Firm 


Announcement has been made of the forming of the 
partnership of Forstall, Robison & Luqueer, which 
will become effective May 1. This new firm will take 
over the interests of Humphreys & Miller, Inc., and of 
Rorstall & Robison. Robert C. Luqueer, who was 
secretary, treasurer and director of the firm of Hum- 
phreys & Miller, will have completed nearly twenty- 
three years of continuous association with Dr. Alex- 
ander C. Humphreys, when he becomes associated with 
the new company. The forming of the new firm is one 
of the most important developments in the gas industry 
in some time and will be received with a great deal of 
interest by the fraternity 

Mr. Luqueer became associated with Dr. Humphreys 
first with the firm of Humphreys & Glasgow, of New 
York and_London and when this firm was succeeded by 
liumphreys & Glasgow, Inc., of New York, he contin- 
ued his work with Dr. Humphreys. 

Mr. Luqueer continues as secretary, treasurer and di- 
rector of the Hyattsville Gas & Electric Company, of 
Hyattsville, Md. : 

Mr. Luqueer graduated from Stevens Institute of 
Technology in Hoboken, N. J., in 1899, receiving 
the degree of mechanical engineer. He entered the 
service of the firm of Humphreys & Glasgow, of New 
York and London, immediately after graduation, as 
cadet engineer. 

The partners were Alexander C. Humphreys, of New 
York, formerly general superintendent of the United 
Gas Improvement Company, and Arthur Glasgow, of 
Richmond, Va. 

Mr. Humphreys was head of the New York firm, and 
Mr. Glasgow of the London firm. 

The business in this country was that of consulting 
engineers, managers and appraisers of gas properties 
and other public utilities, advisers in the purchase, sale 
and operation of such properties, and also as to con- 
struction, reconstruction and design. 

The English firm carried on a contracting business, 
furnishing and erecting Humphreys & Glasgow double 
superheater carbureted water gas apparatus. 


Went to England in 1900 


Mr. Luqueer went to England in 1900 and in that 
year and in 1901 was engaged in erection of water gas 
plant, operation of same on completion and part of the 
time on oii tests at the Fulham works of the Gas Light 
& Coke Company, of London. 

He returned to the United States in 1901 and in 1902 
became assistant engineer on inventory and appraisal of 
Consolidated Gas Company of Baltimore and of Nor- 
wich Gas & Electric Company, of Norwich, Conn. 

In that same year Mr. Luqueer assisted an investiga- 
tion and report as to probable effect of natural gas on 


the business of the Artificial Gas Company, in Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

The latter part of 1902 and into 1903 he was engaged 
on investigation and report relative to coke oven plant 
of the New England Gas & Coke Company in Boston, 
covering also the Brookline Gas & Electric Company. 





Robert O. Luqueer 


During 1903 he performed some experimental work 
on passing of blue water gas through retorts and also 
on flame temperatures. : 

In this same year, Mr. Luqueer worked on detailed 
design for complete water gas plant, buildings and ap- 
paratus for Springfield Gas Company, Springfield, Ohio, 
Humphreys & Glasgow supervising the erection to com 
pletion. 

In 1904 Mr, Luqueer was assistant engineer on de- 
tailed inventory and appraisal of all the plants and dis- 
tribution system of the Boston Consolidated Gas Com- 
pany, four large manufacturing plants and a number of 
outlying holder stations. 

In 1905 Humphreys & Glasgow became managers for 
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the Lawrence Gas Company, of Lawrence, Mass., and 
during 1905 and 1906 designed and constructed a large 
extension to the electric station, and in connection with 
this Mr. Luqueer did a great deal of the detail work. 


In the Eighty-Cent Rate Case 


In those same years appraisals were made of the va- 
rious properties of the Brooklyn Union Gas Company 
and of the Consolidated Gas Company of New York. 
Dr. Humphreys was one of the principal witnesses for 
the company in the 80-cent gas case in 1906 and 1907, 
and Mr. Luqueer was his personal assistant throughout. 

In 1906 engaged on natural gas study at Sugar Grove, 
Ohio, and in 1907 on inventory and appraisal of the 
property of Washington Gas Light Company, Wash- 
ington, D. C. In the same year Mr. Luqueer made an 
appraisal of the property of the Morristown Gas Com- 
pany, Morristown, N. J. 

In 1907-8 Mr. Luqueer became acting secretary of 
the American Gas Institute, Dr. Humphreys being pres- 
ident that year. In 1914 Mr. Luqueer served on the 
committee of arrangements for the October meeting of 
the institute in New York. 

In 1908-9 Mr. Luqueer reported on natural gas in 
Chatham, Ont., and worked on several other reports 
on new gas processes, also appraisal of Fall River Gas 
Cempany, Fall River, Mass. In this year he wrote and 
presented a paper on “The Acceptance and Interpreta- 
tion of Data” at the annual meeting of the American 
Gas Institute. 


Became Secretary of the Company 


In 1909 the American firm of Humphreys & Glasgow 
was incorporated and Mr. Luqueer became secretary 
and later a director. 

In 1898 Dr. Humphreys was elected president of the 
Buffalo Gas Company, Buffalo, N. Y., and in 1910 Mr. 
Luqueer became his assistant on all Buffalo matters, the 
New York office of Humphrevs & Glasgow, Inc., being 
the executive office of the Buffalo company. All monthly 
financial and other reports, requisitions and correspon- 
dence passed through Mr Luqueer’s hands. The New 
York office passed upon all matters of policy and on 
everything outside of the regular routine. In 1911 and 
1912 the Buffalo Gas Company rate case came up, a 
large part of which was prepared by Mr. Luqueer and 
testified to before the commission. 


Humphreys & Miller Organized 


In 1911 Alten S. Miller, of Richmond, Va., became 
associated with Dr. Humphreys—Mr. Glasgow having 
retired from the New York concern. Mr. Miller was 
formerly vice-president and general manager of the 
Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & Power Company, of 
Baltimore, Md., and just prior to entering Humphrev: 
& Miller, Inc., was president of the Union Electric Light 
& Power Company, of St. Louis, Mo. 

The name was then changed to Humphreys & Miller. 
Inc., and Mr. Luqueer continued as secretary. In 1917 
he was elected treasurer and director 

During the period 1912 to 1917 appraisals were made 
of Georgetown Gas Light Company, D. C.: Haverhill 
Gas Company, Haverhill, Mass.; York Gas Company, 
York, Pa.; Newtown Gas Company, and two of Wash- 
ington Gas Light Company. 


Mr. Luqueer also made technical and financial investi- 
gation and report for bankers on Air Reduction Com- 
pany (a company extracting oxygen and nitrogen from 
the air) and an appraisal of Terminal Warehouse, in 
New York City. 


Became Director of Gas Company 


Early in 1917 Mr. Luqueer became director of the 
Hyattsville Gas & Electric Company, Hyattsville, Md., 
and in July, secretary and treasurer, and since then has 
actively participated in the management. 

In 1919 Mr. Luqueer assisted Messrs. Forstall & 
Robison in two appraisals of gas properties thev had 
under way, Newton & Watertown Gas Company, 
Mass., and Elizabethtown Gas Light Company, Eliza- 
beth, N. J., also investigated and reported on a process 
for cracking oil for the production of motor spirit. 

In 1920 he had charge of and made report for a rail- 
road on test of high volatile coal under low temperature 
primary distillation and the subsequent briquetting of 
the coke followed by secondary distillation at the plant 
of the International Coal Products Corporation, Irving- 
ton, N. J. 

In 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921 and 1922 Mr. Luqueer 
h-s been expert for thesWashington Gas Light Com- 
pany in their successive rate cases, and during that time 
has prep~red cases and testified fourteen times before 
the Public Utilities Commission of the District of 
Columbia. 

He prepared rate cases and testified in 1921 before 
Public Service Commission of Maryland for George- 
town Gas Light Company, of Montgomery County; 
Washington Gas Light Company, of Montgomery 
County, and Elyvattsville Gas & Electric Company. In 
1921 he also prepared case and testified for Rosslyn Gas 
Comnany before the State Corporation Commission of 
Virginia. 

Mr. Luqueer is a member of the American Gas As- 
sociation, associate member of Illuminating Engineering 
Society, and member of Stevens Institute of Technology 
Alumni Association, serving for one year on the execu 
tive committee 





First Exposition of Power and Mechanical 
Engineering to Be Held at Grand 
Central Palace 


Announcement has been made of the National Expo- 
sition of Power & Mechanical Engineering to be held 
at the Grand Central Palace, New York, from Dec. 7 
to 13, inclusive (except Sunday intervening), by the 
managers of the exposition. 

The exposition was decided upon by a group of engi- 
neers and manufacturers who had felt the need for such 
a means of having men get together, exchange ideas, see 
the latest development in equipment and lay problems be 
fore the manufacturer. 

The business oppportunity where a manufacturer may 
meet a large assemblage of power-plant and mechanical 
engineers and capitalists interested in power, is signifi- 
cant to firms keen for such business. A number of pro 
eressive manufacturers have already engaged space for 
their exhibits. 

The exposition will immediately follow the annual 
meeting of the American Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers and it is expected that the exhibits will supplement 
the programs and discussions at the professional meet- 
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ings of the society. The professional divisions of the 
society will hold sessions relating to fuels, stokers, 
steam-power plants, railroads, steam utilization in the 
paper industry, textile and gas power, and it is ex- 
pected that the exhibits at the exposition will throw 
interesting light on the papers presented at these ses 
sions of the A. S. M. E. meeting. 

That the exposition will be comprehensive may be 
inferred from the plans which are to include exhibits of 
every type of machine, apparatus, equipment, instru- 
ment, device and the various materials and supplies nec- 
essary in the operation of the complete power plant. 
The committee decided that its keynote should be “an 
exposition of apparatus employed in the generation, dis- 
tribution and utilization of power.” 


The advisory committee for the exposition under the 
chairmanship of I. E. Moultrop, of the Edison Electric 
Illuminating Company, of Boston, is comprised of Milan 
R. Bump, president National Electric Light Associa- 
tion; N. A. Carle, vice-president and general manager 
Public Service Production Company; A. G. Christie, 
professor mechanical engineering, Johns-Hopkins Uni 
versity; Fred Felderman, national vice-president Na- 
tional Association of Stationary Engineers; E. B. Katte, 
chief engineer, motive power, New York Central Rail- 
road; Dexter S. Kimball, president the American So- 
ciety of Mechanical Engineers; Fred R. Low, editor, 
Power; David Moffat Myers, of Griggs & Myers, con- 
suiting engineers ; Calvin W. Rice, secretary the Ameri- 
can Society of Mechanical Engineers ; and the managers 
are Charles F. Roth and Fred W. Payne. 


Accounting Committee to Canvass Industry 
A. G. A. Seeks Detailed Information from Gas Companies 


At a meeting of the consumers’ accounting com- 
mittee at American Gas Association headquarters it 
was decided to extend the scope of the committee’s 
investigations to include all operations affecting the 
consumer from the time his application is taken until 
his bill is finally collected. Fifteen representatives of 
companies that have made a thorough study and re- 
organization of their consumers’ accounting system 
within the past two years were present at the 
meeting. 

The data the committee would require in addition 
to the information which can be supplied by the com- 
mittee’s personne! was thoroughly discussed and the 
following revised questionnaire was drafted for dis- 
tribution to all company members of the association: 


Information Desired by the Committee on 
Consumers’ Accounting 


The association realizes the need for limiting the 
demands made upon the time of its members by keep- 
ing to a minimum the inquiries for information re- 
quired in the solution of problems confronting the 
industry. The following questions are, therefcre. 
submitted to you only because they form the basis 
for an important study on the relative economy oi 
the systems of consumers’ accounting at present in 
vogue and in the hope that the results of this study 
will more than repay our members for the informa- 
tion requested : 


Dh, cD WE GENO 6 05 x one 6 cc Sa weSa dst iveccccs. 
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3. (a) State number of gas accounts as of March 
31, 1922, classified according to 
Accounts billed monthly 
Accounts billed quarterly 
Accounts billed weekly 
Prepayment meter accounts 
(b) Number of merchandise or sundry charge ac- 
accounts March 31, 1922. 
4. (a) Do you keep your merchandise and sundry 
charge atcounts with your gas accounts? 
(b) Do you include your merchandise charges on 
your gas bills? If not. why? 





5. (a) Style of gas ledger in use (state whether 
bound. loose-leaf, card system or other ar- 
rangement is used, and submit samples of 
ledger sheets or cards). 

(b) Style of merchandise or sundry charge ledzer 
used (give brief description of your system 
and submit samples of ledger sheets or 
cards). 

6. (a) Do you use machines for bookkeeping pur- 
poses: 

(b) Do you use machines for billing operations ? 

(c) If so, what type and how are they used? 

(a) Are you satisfied with your present gas con- 
sumers’ accounting system? State advan- 
tages and disadvantages. 

(b) Are you satisfied with your merchandise and 
sundry charge accounting? State advantages 
and disadvantages 


8. (a) Do you have continuous meter reading and 
continuous billing? 

(b) At what periods do you read your meters 
and deliver your bills? 

9. (a) State number of people employed on con- 
sumers’ accounting. 

(b) Designate as clearly as possible the va- 
rious operations entering into your consum- 
ers’ accounting, stating the number of clerks 
employed on each operation. This to include 
all costs, including supervision from the tak- 
ing of the consumer’s application up to and 
including the collection of the bill but exclu- 
sive of distribution expense. 

10. State average weekly hours of labor for 

(a) Inside help. 

(b) Outside help. 

11. (a) State average number of accounts handled by 
each bookkeeper. 

(b) Describe in detail the duties of your book- 
keepers. 

12. (a) Are bills delivered by mail, collector, meter 
reader or bill deliverer? 

(b) Is collection attempted at time of delivery? 

13. Kindly submit form of contract used. ; 
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14. Are delinquent accounts handled through collec- 
tion agency or how? 


Statistical data secured through the questionnaire 
will be supplemented with a detailed description by 
each member of the committee of the system in us¢ 
by his company. From the enthusiasm displayed at 
the meeting, a most instructive discussion is antici- 
pated at the accounting session which has been set 
aside at the fall convention for the consideration of 
this important subject. 

A prompt return by all company members of the 
questionnaire will greatly facilitate the committee's 
report. 





Mayor Shank Demands a Receiver for Gas 
Company 


Another outburst of Samuel Lewis Shank, mayor of 
Indianapolis, who once was known as the “potato 
mayor” and who is credited with having appeared on 
the vaudeville stage with an educated horse at one time 
in his varied career, has just absorbed the somewhat 
humorous spotlight in Indiana. Mayor Shank has iust 
ordered his city legal department to “throw the Citizens 
Gas Company into the hands of a receiver.” The situ- 
ation would be as funny as nearly all of those which the 
Hoosier mayor creates were it not that by reason of 
giving him the opportunity again to use for political 
purposes his apparent dislike of all things pertaining to 
the public service commission system in Indiana the re- 


cent petition of the gas company for increased rates 
probably will add fuel to the flames that have arisen in 
some parts of the Hoosier State, which seem bound to 
consume the present order of utility regulation and sub- 
stitute for it—well, nobody seems to know just what. 

Following the filing of the petition of the Citizens Gas 
Company of Indianapolis with the Public Service Com- 
mission, asking for the increase of its rate from 90 
cents to $1.25 a thousand cubic feet, the mayor plunged 
into the press with a meeting of his “cabinet,” at which 
his native wit and humor popped out at every turn. The 
mayor is a strong man in his own household—at times. 
Therefore the newspapers in Indianapolis carried the 
statements that his demand for “a recetver’’ for the gas 
company was supported by his city comptroller, the city 
civil engineer, and other officials. One fell by the way- 
side, however, and it happened to be the corporation 
counsel of the administration, whom some credit with 
being the “brains” of the present administration in the 
Hoosier capital city. 

Taylor Groninger, the corporation counsel, advised 
the “cabinet” that it would be better in the Citizens Gas 
case emergency to depend “upon the constituted authori- 
ties at the Statehouse,” than to try to “break” the 
company. 

“Dog-gone the constituted authorities,” Mayor Shank 
declared. ‘This is the city of Indianapolis. We might 
as well break the company up and do it right now.” 

Mr. Groninger is reported to have pointed out, how- 
ever, that he knows of no way to “get around the fact 
that the gas company has surrendered its franchise and 
is operating under the Public Service Commission by an 
indeterminate permit.” 


The mayor—who was elected on a Republican ticket, 
after having led a “home rule” ticket four years ago and 
having had strong Democratic leanings at certain times 
in his political career—said that he has heard that the 
Democrats intend to insert a plank in their platform 
providing for repeal of the public utility law and that 
the “Republicans had better do the same or take the 
chances of getting beat.” He even intimated that the 
suit for receivership against the company might even be 
filed by some one else in the legal department of the city 
administration in case Mr. Groninger didn’t care to do 
it. Following this explosion the mayor announced that 
he intends to devote the next six months to “lambasting 
the Public Service Commission.” 

“The trouble has always been that all the mayors and 
city councils have been tied up with these utility compa- 
nies so they could not fight them,” the mayor asserted. 
“We're not tied up with this gang, so we’re going to 
fight them. When I was mayor before they promised 
that if I signed the order merging the two (gas) com- 
panies we would have 60-cent gas. Now won't it look 
fine for me to. stand by and do nothing when in another 
administration of mine they try to double that rate? 

“The corporations are going to run away with us if 
we don’t watch them. There’s no use letting them do it. 
I don’t believe in being mealy-mouthed with the gas 
company or any other company.” 

Not quite satisfied with his attack on the gas situation, 
the mayor devoted some attention at the same meeting 
to an order to city department heads to the effect that if 
any city employee didn’t get down to work at eight 
o'clock sharp in the morning, the said luckless employee 
was to be sent home for the day and-his or her pay for 
that day “docked.” 

Utility men throughout Indiana, who have known. of 
the eccentricities of the Indianapolis mayor for many 
years, are not laughing at these outbursts of his. They 
are regarding them narrowly, wondering just where they 
will stop. They realize that the present mayor of In- 
dianapolis has never had real experience in viewing the 
problems of the utility business and that he has a mar- 
velous hold over certain elements of the population. 
The matter is hardly laughable to them. Thev are re 
garding his “antics” seriously. And it is known that 
this s€riousness is not confined to the ranks of the 
util'tv men alone. State authorities, against whom Shank 
and his followers already are arrayed very definitely in 
Indiana, although both State and citv administrations 
are the same politically, are trying to sit steady under 
the peculiar type of lash that Mayor Shank applies. 
They laugh at him—but they also ponder on just what 
would be left in Indiana for the protection of the hun 
dreds of thousands of homes in the State if the utilities 
of the State were to be “broke” by such methods as 
Shank asserts he will use against the Citizens Gas 
Company. 

And some of the persons who think about such things 
now and then in Indianapolis are asking just what the 
housewives of the city would use for cooking breakfast 
the next morning after Shank’s threat to “break this 
company up and do it right now” were carried out. 

In any event. the Indianapolis situation—and the In- 
diana situation—with regard to utilities is interesting 
just now. 




















\pril 22, 1922 


AMERICAN 


GAS 


JOURNAL 





Good-Will Advertising Campaign 


Middle West Company Dresses Up Some Old Ideas 


The St. Clair County Gas & Electric Company, East 
St. Louis, Belleville, Edwardsville and Collinsville, Iil., 


By S. C. SCHMULBACH 


tained, in connection with all advertising, both news 


paper and direct by mail 


is putting on an institutional advertising campaign in 


the newspapers in that district that is distinctly novel and 


different from 
anything of the 
kind we have 
ever seen. 
Starting on 
Sunday, April 2, 
the company 
opened its cam- 
paign witha 
three-column 
nine-inch Ameri- 
can Gas Associa- 
tion advertise- 
ment, following 
Monday with a 
seven-inch single- 
column advertise- 
ment, using the 
American Gas 
Association 
“Chats with Your 
Gasman,” under 
the head of “St. 
Clair Service 
Talks,” and on 
Tuesday by an 
advertisement 
written and de- 
signed by their 
own advertising 
department, The 
schedule is laid 
out to alternate a 
“St. Clair Ser- 
vice Talk” and an 
ad of their own 
design, four 
inches double 
column, set to a 
measure of nine- 
teen ems, thus 
making the ad 
“stand out” by 
giving it a good 
white margin on 
either side and a 
distinctive “head 
illustration,” 


surmounting the company’s signature. The 
April advertising (heads reproduced) is laid out tocover 
a wide range of subjects; all of which are tied in to the 
main theme, “St. Clair Service,” the theme to be main- 








and 
company’s own horn. 
try for a better understanding between company and 
customer. 





statements 


The campaign was instituted by C. H. Quackenbush, 
manager of the company, who has always been a cham- 


pion of publicity 
and performance 
for good-will. 

It is understood 
that the copy for 
May will have 
many new and 
novel headings, 
tving in “St. Clair 
Service” to local 
institutions, na- 
tional campaigns 
that are to be con- 
ducted by manu- 
facturers, to cur- 
rent events, to say 
nothing of those 
of a purely educa- 
tional nature. 

To our knowl- 
edge, this is one 
of the first purely 
good-will adver- 
tising campaigns 
to be ‘naugurated 
Dy a gis company 
in the Middle 
West. and ii 
may be the first 
smoke of the big 
battle for new 
customers that is 
bound to take 
place in the near 
future, as well as 
a forerunner of 
the advertising 
that will be done 
to build up a bet- 
ter understand 
ing between the 
St. Clair County 
Gas & Electric 
Company and its 
customers. 

The advertise 
ments themselves 
are “plain talks” 


no way “toot’ ihe 
They call a spade a spade and 
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U. S. Geological Survey Reports Progress in 
Carbon Black Industry in 1921 


The carbon black industry showed marked prog- 
ress in 1921, according to E. G. Sievers, of the United 
States Geological Survey, Department of the In- 
terior. The estimated total output was 14 per cent 
greater than in 1920. 

The outstanding features of the carbon black in- 
dustry in 1921 were the increase in production of 67 
per cent in Louisiana and the decrease of 10 per cent 
in West Virginia, as compared with 1920. The cen- 
ter of the carbon black industry is thus definitely 
placed in Louisiana. In the earlier days of the indus- 
try the center of production was in Pennsylvania, but 
afterwards it shifted to West Virginia, which was 
long the leading producer. Then, as the supplies of 
natural gas in the Eastern fields declined and new 
fields were developed in Louisiana, the carbon black 
industry migrated to the new territory, where the 
supply of gas was large and cheap. The year 1921, 
however, was the first in which Louisiana contributed 
the greater part of the production in the United 
States. In Oklahoma, where production had ceased 
in 1920, one plant was operated in 1921. 

Owing to the development of abundant supplies of 
natural gas W yoming also attracted the carbon black 
industry and became a large producer, but legislation 
has dealt a severe blow to the industry in that State, 
as is clearly shown by the large drop in production. 

The average yield of carbon black per thousand 
cubic feet of gas consumed was slightly lower in 1921 
than in 1920, although the efficiency of some of the 
plants had been materially increased. The yield in 
1921 ranged from 0.2 to 3.5 Ib., and the maximum was 
1.5 pounds higher than the maximum in_1929 


Uses 


Although carbon black is used for many purposes, 
it is especially adapted for use in the manufacture of 
printer's ink, which, according to opinions of those 
engaged in the industry, consumes approximately 
from 20 to 25 per cent of the total output. About 30 
to 35 per cent is used in the rubber industry, where 
it serves chiefly as a reinforcing agent. Carbon black 
is also employed for a great many miscellaneous pur- 
poses, such as the manufacture of stove and shoe pol- 
ish, paints and varnishes, phonograph records, black 
leather, bookbinder’s board, buttons, carbon and 
other black and gray papers, typewriter ribbons, car- 
riage cloth, celluloid, electric insulators, cement col- 
ors, crayons, drawing and marking inks, artificial 
stone, and black tile. A considerable quantity of 
carbon black is exported to be used for similar pur- 
poses abroad but more especially for printer’s ink. 


Economic Aspects of the Industry 


The carbon black industry is an economic factor 
in the development of new gas fields. This idnus- 
try can be successful in new areas that are sparscly 
populated and at long distances from markets and 
that present other unfavorable conditions. Its one 
requirement is a sufficient supply of natural gas, and 
in fact an isolated area where there is a sufficient 
supply of natural gas in an ideal location for carbon 
black plants, because there is no domestic demand for 


‘ 





the gas. The best illustration of the carbon black 
industry as an aid in the development of new and re- 
mote natural gas fields is furnished by the Monroe 
field in Louisiana. About five years ago only a few 
wells had been drilled in that field in an unsuccessful 
search for oil. Owing to its remoteness from large 
cities and communities there is little demand for the 
gas for domestic use, and this field has therefore been 
a fertile one for the carbon black industry, as shown 
by the quantity produced there. 

In the interest of conservation the Department of 
Conservation of Louisiana has formulated rules re- 
quiring the extraction of gasoline from the gas before 
the gas is burned in the carbon black plants. As a 
result, most of the carbon black plants are operated 
in conjunction with the gasoline plants. The gas used 
in the carbon black plants in the northwestern part 
of the field is too low in gasoline vapors to warrant 
their extraction. In West Virginia and Wyoming 
also the gasoline is recovered from some of the gas 
that enters the carbon black plants. 

Owing to the depression in the rubber industry 
during the early part of 1921 the price of carbon 
black at that time declined to about 8 cents a pound 
and some was sold at even lower prices. By July 1, 
however, the price again advanced. and by the end of 
the year it reached 10 and 11 cents a pound. At pres- 
ent there appears to be a shortage, which in some 
places is causing prices to range from 12% to 15 
cents. The rapid return to normal conditions in the 
latter part of 1921 has probably removed most of the 
product in storage. 

As natural gas is pre-eminent as a domestic fuel, 
much has been done to conserve it for that use wher- 
ever possible. The drastic legislation against the 
carbon black industry that has resulted from the de- 
sire to conserve the gas has forced the industry out 
of some States entirely and has had a tendency to 
retard its expansion. 





Colorado Incorporations 


Eclipse Petroleum Company, $25,000; home office, 
Denver. Incorporators, J. A. Vickers, W. F. Master- 
son and Brayton Armstrong. 





Mutual Shale Oil Company, $1,000,000 ; home office, 
Denver. Incorporators, J. W. Cook, A. C. Seitz and 
C. S. Cook et al. 





Odson Wave Oil & Gas Company, $250,000; home 
office, Pueblo. Incorporators, P. J. Prosser, A. J. 
Platt and C. L. Lantis. 





The Red Star Coal & Ice Company, $10,000; home 
office, Denver. Incorporators, D. K. Wheeler, B. O. 
Jones and K. W. Turner. 





Eastern and Northern Capitalists Visit 
Colorado 


Henry Rogers, New York banker; A. M. Bacon, of 
Boston ; Henry Amerman, treasurer of the Cadillac Mo- 
tors Company; Burdette Morton Bancroft, industrial 
engineer; Professcr Bucher, president of the Peekskill 
Military School ; Colonel Lane, an instructor, and many 
others of prominence, are said to be in Colorado to visit 
the Index Shale Oil Company plant near DeBeque, Col. 
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Removal Notice 


The “American Gas Journal” is now 
located in the Dodge Building, 53 Park 
Place, New York City. 











Association Work 

The work of the Sales Stimulating Committee of 
the American Gas Association has gone far enough 
now to convince everybody that the ideas advanced 
are not only clever but that they will produce splen- 
did results for all companies that take advantage of 
the suggestions offered. Jt is to be hoped that the 
entire industry will co-operate in putting, over the 
plans advanced, for it will mean a great deal in the 
sales figures for the year. 

The plans are not mere theories but have been 
worked out by men who have devoted years to actual 
selling in the gas field, and anything that they.sug- 
gest is bound to have real merit. 

The work that this committee is doing brings to 
mind the fact that the American Gas Association in 
every section is hard at work right now solving 
many problems that will result in immeasurable good, 
so far as the industry is concerned, when this has 
been completed. But there is just one thing that 
comes up in considering this work, and that is that 
gas companies generally are not co-operating to the 
extent that they should. In other words, it seems as 
if much of the work that gas companies should take 
part in is not receiving the support that it should, and 
the result is that all of the hard work is falling on the 
shoulders of a few who are unselfishly giving their 
best. 

We wish it were possible for every company to 
take part in some activity of the association work. 
If this were done the American Gas Association 
would be so broad and far-reaching in its influence 
that there would not remain a single company that 
could be without a membership. 

Recently we were told that some companies are oi 
the opinion that membership in a State association 
which is affiliated with the national body is suffi- 


cient, but we do not agree. The State associations 
are splendid, and are rendering a mighty fine service; 
but, after all, they are concerned with problems with- 
in their own boundary lines, which must naturally 
take up most of their effort. The American Gas As- 
sociation, on the other hand, is representing the in- 
dustry in a national way, and the individual company 
memberships are needed. We haven't heard lately 
what the company membership is, but we do hope 
that if there are any companies that are not now 
members that they will get in touch with national 
headquarters at once and arrange to become mem- 
bers. It will be found to be profitable in a dollars- 
and-cents way. 





Business Conditions Improved 

The improvement in general business conditions 
throughout the country is very marked, according to 
close observers of commerce, and it is being reflected 
in retail buying. which has increased largely in the 
past thirty days. One factor, of course, has been the 
very great decrease in unemployment. Statistics that 
have been compiled show that except in a few scat- 
tered sections there exists no unemployment problem, 
and with this resumption of business it means that 
there is going to be a resumption of the prosperity 
that is the normal condition of America. 

This generally improved condition is bound to have 
its reflection in the gas industry: in fact, it has al- 
ready had the effect of stimulating construction work 
and the sale of appliances should also increase. ‘Thus 
it would seem that the gas industry is in for a real 
era of prosperity. 





The Summer Load 

What of the summer load? That is a question that 
gasmen are discussing just now, and the answer fre- 
quently tells the story of profit and loss. Is your 
summer load going to be an off-peak one, or is it 
going to show a straightening of the curve? Gas 
company executives tell us that they have been hard 
at work trying to arrange for the evenly balanced 
load that is going to do away with the so-called ofi- 
season. Recently we were talking with an executive 
who said that during the past month or so he had 
been holding almost daily consultations with his in- 
dustrial selling force considering this question. No 
decision had been arrived at when we discussed the 
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subject, but he was inclined to believe that some of 
the suggestions that had been made in the meetings 
would improve conditions so far as his plant is con- 
cerned. 

This load question is, of course, a local one in 
scope, but often the solution of a problem by one 
company will lead to a solution by another company 
of a similar question. The American Gas JOURNAL 
would be glad to have a discussion of this important 
phase of our work in its columns. It may be that 
through this exchange of ideas some pretty problems 
will be worked out. 





“Gas—the Fuel of the F uture” 
AMERICAN GAs JOURNAL. 

Gentlemen.—I wish to congratulate you on securing 
the very able article by Thomson King on “Gas—the 
Fuel of the Future,” and to compliment Mr. King for 
the able manner in which he has prepared this valuable 
contribution to gas literature. 

I have one objection to the slogan, “Gas-—the Fuel of 
the Future,” because the “Age of Gas” is here now, and 
the word “future” is somewhat indefinite. 

I am particularly impressed by Mr. King’s compari- 
son of gas and electricity, and I believe as he does, that 
in the future the distribution of energy from central 
generating stations, for lighting, heating and power, will 
be divided between these two forms of energy. 

His price comparison is interesting because 1 know 
of one electric company which is making a flat off-peak 
rate of 1 cent a kw. hr., which is only 25 per cent above 
the switchboard cost of its power, and on this basis a 
gas company whose holder cost was 35 cents per thou- 
sand would have to sell their gas for approximately 44 
cents. 

Yours very truly, 
Horace H. Crark, 
Tue Peopies Gas Licut & Coxe Company, 
Chicago, IIl. 





Book Review 
(Continued from page 346.) 


this purpose are discussed, both those employed in con- 
tinuous and discontinuous “grab” sampling. Various 
types of gas analyzing apparatus of the volumetric prin- 
ciple are described and the apparatus and proceedure 
for making a technical analysis of gas are given. Par- 
ticular attention is given to the U. G. I. improved modi- 
fication in the analysis of illuminating gas. The Burrell 
Orsat apparatus is also described in detail. In addi- 
tion various other special apparatus and calorimeters are 
discussed. 

Ammonia is the next subject gone into, and this is 
followed by light oils and light oil products, tar from 
water gas and coal gas, and cyanogen. In each case 
exact details are given regarding the method of sam- 
pling, the construction of the apparatus used in the 
analysis and the directions for carrying out the tests. 
The latest developments are taken into consideration 
and the methods are brought right up to date. 

The third section of the book is concerned with the 
testing of the gas for impurities contained therein. The 
test for hydrogen sulphide is carried in a specia! burette. 


Analyses for ammonia, total sulphur and the tar camera 
for detecting tar are also described. Additional tests 
given are those for naphthalene, carbon disulphide and 
iron carbonyl. 

The last section of the book is concerned with the 
analysis of various miscellaneous substances usually 
found and used in gas plants. Complete methods of 
analyzing and testing water, paint and paint materials, 
lubricants, solder, bearing metals, brass and bronze, pipe 
deposits, refractories, cement and lime. and the ferrous 
metals are given. A number of useful tables and a well- 
arranged index complete the book. 





City Should Not Be Allowed to Participate in Hear- 
ings Before P. S. C. Says President Cortelyou 
of the N. Y. Consolidated 
(Continued from page 368.) 


reports and the like.” Mr. Cortelyou further said that 
the company preferred an orderly procedure under the 
law. He said that the Public Service Commission law 
does not authorize a municipality to complain to the 
commission as to a rate not charged to the city as a con- 
sumer, but only to general consumers, and that the 
courts have held that the city has no legal interest or 
concern in the rates charged only to general consumers. 
“So, with all due deference, we feel very strongly,” Mr. 
Cortelyou said, “that the commission should have re- 
fused and should now refuse to recognize the city as a 
participant in proceedings or conferences as to gas rates 
in which it has no interest. The untoward consequences 
of the corporation counsel’s participation in these cases 
meanwhile are however, in no wise this company’s fault. 
Even if the mayor and corporation counsel had the 
right to complain to the commission as to rates not 
charged to the city and to participate in hearings as to 
those rates. that fact would confer no privilege of in- 
spection and examination of our accounts or properties. 
The law gives no such right to the city nor to any one 
except the commission, and does not try to vest the 
commission with power to confer this privilege on the 
city or any one else.” 

In conclusion, Mr. Cortelyou said, “You and your 
associates will understand, I am sure, that the execu- 
tives of this company have directed the formulation and 
submission to you of the foregoing with no intention of 
being technical, obstructive, or lacking in deference to 
the commission’s desires. We wish to co-operate with 
the commission in every reasonable and practicable way, 
but there are limits beyond which we cannot go.” 


News from the Texas Oil Field 


In the vicinity of Trinity, Texas, the Gulf and Mag- 
nolia have 140,000 acres and the Simms begins drilling 
on 70,000 acres. Like Charles Dickens, they have great 
expectations. 





At Pecos they have tried hard to subdue the gas 
pressure that wants to get out, but she won’t stay; 
blows tools to the wind, the pressure being estimated 
at 8,000,000 to 10,000,000 cu. ft. These people want 
oil, not gas. 


Figures say that Colonel Humphrey’s interests at 
Mexia have topped it at 60,000 bbl. a day and that she 
looks good for a long time to come. 
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Developments in Gas Technology 


Important Information Gathered from All Parts of the World 
By ISMAR GINSBERG, B.Sc., Chem. Eng., Associate Editor 














Producer Gas from Powdered Fuel 


The producer consists of a chamber which is lined 
with fire brick. The pulverized fuel, suspended in air, 
is passed into the same and gas is produced by the par- 
tial combustion of the fuel in air or in a mixture of 
steam and air. In such a process there is always a ten- 
dency for the particles of coal powder to aggregate and 
form large masses which are useless for the purpose of 
the process Experiments were made in an attempt to 
circumvent this difficulty and the results are published 
in Fuel, volume 1, pages 2 to 3. It was found that by 
heating bituminous coal powder for a short time at a 
temperature of 420 to 500 deg. Cent., the coking prop- 
erties of the coal are destroyed, although the loss in 
volatile matter is very small. This treatment does not 
alter the fineness of the coal and it may then be used in 
the above process without any danger of the formation 
of large aggregates of coal dust. It was found by a pre- 
liminary experiment that the.same powder will cake 
badly if this treatment is not resorted to. 


Gas from Fuel Rich in Ashes 


Small-sized fuel, which is rich in ashes, is treated 
in a gas producer for the purpose of obtaining com- 
bustible gases. The apparatus is operated in such a 
manner that above the air supply nozzles a porous 
slag structure is provided which extends entirely 
across the fuel bed, so that the air passing through 
this porous structure is supplied to the fuel in a finely 
divided and highly heated condition. The slag struc- 
ture is formed either by burning out the organic mat- 
ter in the fuel and allowing the particles of slag to 
frit together, or els¢ is built up of pieces of slag, the 
fuel being charged on the top. The air nozzles are 
arranged equidistantly around the bottom of the 
shaft and are inclined downward. Steam, alone or 
in admixture with air, may be introduced either into 
the slag structure or into the combustion zone. This 
process is of German origin. (See British Patent 
No. 173,235.) 


Cooling Coke 

In British Patents Nos. 173,761 to 173,763 inclu- 
sive, Sulzer Freres Societe Anonyme of Switzerland 
have patented a process of cooling coke and utiliz- 
ing the heat derived therefrom. The coke is trans- 
ported by suitable conveyors and bucket elevators to 
the top of a cooling chamber, into which it is per- 
mitted to fall. Neutral gases are used to cool the 
coke. In the last patent there is described a com- 
bined vertical boiler and gas producer arrangement. 
The incandescent coke from the retort is conveyed 
into the gas producer and is cooled off by means of 
steam with the simultaneous generation of water gas. 
After the coke has been cooled below the tempera- 
ture at which water gas is formed, that is 600 to 700 
deg. Cent., the residual heat in the coke is utilized to 





produce steam in the connected vertical boiler. The 
heat is withdrawn by means of a circulating fan, 
which draws the hot gases through the boiler and 
returns them to the coke mass again. 


Gas Producer 


In the gasification of lignite coal or any other fuel 
which contains a high proportion of moisture, the or- 
dinary type of gas producer possesses this particular 
disadvantage, namely, that the generator gas is 
cooled off so far in the zone where tumefaction of the 
coal takes place, that it leaves the gas producer at a 
very low temperature. Consequently, the fresh com- 
bustible before it enters the producer is not pre-heat- 
ed as much as it might be. This disadvantage is 
overcome in the apparatus, which is patented in Ger- 
man Patent No. 343,815. In this generator the gas is 
caused to pass directly from the combustion zone to 
the drying zone, whereat the later serves as a dust 
catcher. Furthermore, in this arrangement, gas and 
the other by-products are recovered separately. 


Converting By-Product Ammonia into 
Sal Ammoniac 


The ammonia that is recovered from by-product 
coke ovens is converted into sal ammoniac, ammo- 
nium chloride, by a process similar to the ammonia 
soda process, according to an article in the Berichte 
der Gesellschaft fuer Kohlentechnik, volume 1, pages 
% to 15. The source of the chlorine required in the 
process is salt, which is decomposed by a mixture of 
carbon dioxide and ammonia. In this way there is 
obtained a liquor, containing sal ammoniac. The 
latter is recovered by simply evaporating the solu- 
tion. Details are given regarding the economy of the 
process as well as the various technical problems and 
difficulties arising in its industrial application. It is 
claimed that ammonium chloride is just as efficient a 
fertlizer as the sulphate, and the chief advantage of 
the process is the avoidance of the use of sulphuric 
acid. 


Decomposition of Ammonia in the Coke Oven 


It is very important that after the ammonia is dis- 
tilled from the coal, it is not subjected to decomposition 
in the coke oven. Experiments made to determine 
what temperature was required for dissociation of the 
ammonia, revealed the fact that dissociation was not to 
be feared as much as oxidation and that the latter com- 
menced to take place within the furnace at a tempera- 
ture of 600 deg. Cent. It was also found that the pres- 
ence of water vapor had an inhibitory effect on the oxi- 
dation of the ammonia. There does not appear to be 
much danger of oxidation at temperatures lower than 
600 deg. Cent. For further details see Gas World, 1922, 
pages 12 to 14. 
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Methane from Water Gas 


An investigation was made to see if it were possible 
to make methane from water gas, in accordance with 
certain reported results found in the literature. The 
gas was heated with steam in contact with lime, mag- 
nesia, iron, nickle, copper, aluminum oxide and other 
catalytic materials, but it was found that it was impos 
sible to effect the conversion. The tests were made 
with pure carbon monoxide as well as with gaseous 
mixtures containing carbon monoxide. The results in 
every case were negative. A detailed description of 
these experiments is given in Brennstoffe Chemie. 192%, 
pages 32 to 37. 


Gas and Coke Ovens 


The apparatus consists of an oven and combustion 
chambers. The cross-sectional area of the oven is de- 
creased upwards towards the top, while that of the 
combustion chamber is increased in the same direction 
by tapering or shelving the internal side walls of the 
oven. This is done to secure uniform heating of the 
oven, the heating gases ascending the combustion cham- 
bers. At the top of the combustion chamber alongside 
the gas space of the oven a horizontal waste gas flue is 
built in the brickwork. Arched roofs of uniform span 
cover the waste gas fiue and the oven. The apparatus 
has been patented by H. Koppers in British Patent No. 
170,515. 


Coal and Water Gas Producer 


The gases from the coking of coal are conducted away 
through a network of pipes which pass through bell- 
shaped chambers which are located within the coking 
chamber and which are traversed by clean water gas. 
These pipes or tubes have inlets at different points in 
the mass of coal in the coking chamber. In this way 
the coal gas and the water gas, which is produced by 
the action of the mixture of steam an dair on the glow- 
ing coke, are conducted away separately. (See German 
Patent No. 340,409.) 





Removing Sulphureted Hydrogen from Gas 


The Badische Anilin und Soda Fabrik has been 
granted German Patent No. 302,555 on a process of 
removing sulphureted hydrogen from gas. The gas is 
washed with suspensions or solutions of iron oxide with 
following or else simultaneous revivification of the re 
duced iron compounds by the aid of oxygen or air. 
After the gases are passed through the iron oxide sus- 
pensions in water or other neutral salt solutions, the ga: 
is then passed through suspensions of iron oxide which 
are made alkaline by the addition of alkaline salts. The 
second washing of the gas will remove all trace of sul- 
phureted hydrogen. 


Separating Coke in the Hot State 


H. Koppers has been granted German Patent No. 
320,322 on a process of treating coke as it is pushed out 
of the chamber ovens. The separation of the fine coke 


from the coarse particles, suitable for metallurgical pur- 
poses takes place in the glowing state. The fine coke is 
sent directly to the gas -generator where it is extin- 
guished with a small amount of water. 








Ammonium Sulphate Fertilizer 


Finely divided peat is treated with 5 to 10 per cent 
of its weight of ammonium sulphate and if necessary 
with 5 to 15 per cent of calcium carbonate. The mix- 
ture is used as a fertilizer. (See British Patent No. 
173,276.) 


Gasifying Caking Coals 


German Patent Ne. 341,638 is assigned to the J. 
Pintsch A. G. and is concerned with a gas producer 
which may be used for the gasification of caking coals 
with the simultaneous recovery of low temperature tar. 
The portion of the producer in which the coking of the 
coal takes place is made as a separate section which can 
be rotated. This is provided internally with casing dis- 
posed excentrically so that on its rotation a horizontal 
movement of the coal in its downward passage through 
the shaft is produced. Caking is thereby prevented and 
disintegration of the swollen mass is effected. 


Conversion of Gypsum with Ammonia Liquor 


Quite a considerable amount of experimentation has 
been conducted in the attempt to produce ammonium 
sulphate directly from ammonia liquor by treatment with 
gypsum, so as to avoid the use of sulphuric acid. The 
cheapness of gypsum and the immense supplies of it 
available would naturally make this a very attractive 
process if it could be carried out practically. A review 
of the work done on this subject is given in Das Gas und 
Wasserfach, 1922, page 90. It appears that the conver- 
sion can take place only when the most dilute solutions 
of ammonia are used. It was found that as the con- 
centration of the ammonia increased, the solubility of 
gypsum in the ammonium sulphate increased likewise. 
Consequently the product could not be used unless it 
were further treated. At the present time the process 
is of no interest industrially for these reasons. 


Gas Producer and Fuel Drier 


In the apparatus patented by the A G. fuer Brenn- 
stoffevergasung (see German Patent No. 343,048) the 
fuel is dried by superheated steam before it is converted 
into gas. The supply of fuel passes through a chamber 
which is provided with an inlet for the steam and a 
vapor outlet at the lower and upper ends. The vapor 
outlet is connected with the steam supply pipe to the 
superheater and the steam leaving the superheater passes 
partly to the drying chamber and partly through a pipe 
controlled by a valve to the producer chamber. 


Oil Gas Producer Protecting Device 


The General Oil Gas Corporation, in United States 
Patent No. 1,402,721, has patented a device which indi- 
cates when the calorific value of the gas produced falls 
below a certain minimum. A mixture of air and liquid 
fuel is supplied to a retort through a valve. Part of the 
gas from the retort is mixed with air and passed by a 
pump to this calorimetric device. This actuates an 
electric alarm when the automatic analysis indicates a 
calorific value below the minimum set for the appara- 
tus, which may be brought about by the clogging of the 
fuel supply. 
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Public Utilities Securities Market 


Report 


Prices of Representative Gas Bonds 


(Quotations furnished by The National City Company) 


Apr. 20, 1922 


Company Issue Maturity Bid Asked 
American. Lt. & Trac. Co.....ccccecs Five Veer Gi....<.0% May 1, 1925 107 107% 
Brooklyn Union Gas Co............ First Consol. 5s.....May 1, 1945 944% 95 
Columbia Gas & Elec. Co.......... lp eer May 1, 1927 92% 93 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. Co. 
ee First Ref. 7t%4s...... Dec. 1, 1945 106 107 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. Co....General 4%4s........ Feb. 14, 1935 89% 90 
Consol. Gas Co. of New York...... ~ a Se Feb. 1, 1925 113 113% 
New Amsterdam Gas Co....... .. First Consol. 5s.....Jan. 1, 1948 75 78 
Denver Gas & Elec. Co.......cccee Gen. (now Ist) 5s...May 1, 1949 91 93 
a Ee 6 eee | eee ene Jan. 1, 1923 97 99 
Equitable Illum. Gas Lt. Co. of 
IEE iin at wks ooveteu a ere Jan. 1, 1928 9834 9934 
Hudson County Gas Co..... Se eee Nov. 1, 1949 87 89 
Laclede Gas Light Co...........00 Ref. & Ext. 5s......: Apr. 1, 1934 9034 91 
Louisville Gas & Elec. Co.......... First & Ref. 7s...... June 1, 1923 9934 101 
Re oe ery First & Ref. 5s...... Mar. 1, 1946 88 9 
Milwaukee Gas Light Co........... ee: Ge ne cc cde May 1,1927 91 21Y% 
Pasibe cane & Ties. COsic ns scsccsee Gen. & Ref. 5s...... Jan. 1, 1942 9114 92 
Pacthie Gas & Elec. Co.....cccccee First & Ref. 7s...... Dec. 1, 1940 106 107 
Cal. Gas & Hlec. Corp. ...... 000 Unif. & Ref. 5s...... Nov. 1, 1937 9434 953% 
Peoples’ Gas Lt. & Coke Co....... Refunding 5s ....... Sept. 1, 1947 89 92 
Chicago Gas Lt. & Coke Co..... a July 1, 1937 93 9314 
Portland Gas & Coke Co.......... First & Ref. 5s...... Jan. 1,1940 8&8 89 
Seattle Lighting Co.........s.cccee. Refurtding 5s........ Oct. 1,:1949 &3% 85 
Southern California Gas Co........ eee Nov. 1,1950 9% 98 
Utica Gas & Electric Co........... Ref. & Ext. 5s...... July 1, 1957 88 96 
Washington Gas Light Co......... ar Nov. 1, 1960 9234 93% 
Western States Gas & Elec. Co. 
OE GL owas cewctesans First & Ref. 5s...... June 1, 1941 873%4 89 





Cities Service Annual Report 


In spite of the general business 
depression prevailing in 1921 and 
the sharp drop in the price for 
crude oil, which in some grades 
touched the low figure of $1 per 
barrel in September, the annual re- 
port of the Cities Service Company 
for last year shows net earnings of 
$10,846,585. This was 2.23 times 
the preferred dividend and, after 
deducting the preferred dividend, 
was the equivalent of $13.04 earned 
on the average common stock out- 
standing as compared with $43.09 
in 1920. Gross earnings last year 
were $13,461,770, as compared with 
$24.698,039 in the preceding year. 
Current liabilities were reduced 
$13,375,000. 


The earnings of the public utility 
properties increased 50.8 per cent, 
or from $4,609,912 to $6,918,741. 
This was sufficient to pay not only 
all of Cities Service Company in- 
terest charges but came within a 
few thousand dollars of covering 
preferred stock dividend require- 
ments. With earnings from oil 
properties a comfortable showing 
for the common stock was made. 


For the first time in the history 
of public utility corporations there 
is incorporated in the report a con- 
solidated Cities Service and sub- 
sidiary companies balance sheet, 
with all intercompany items elimi- 
nated. Each item on either side of 
the balance sheet is briefly ex- 
plained so that the stockholder may 





easily understand the financial con- 
dition of the company. Because of 
this consolidation of accounts a 
comparison of Dec. 31, 1921, fig- 
ures with those of the preceding 
year is impracticable due to the 
elimination of intercompany items. 

Total current assets are shown 
in the balance sheet amounting to 
$42,458,113, compared with total 
current liabilities of $18,532,347, 
leaving an ample working capital 
of $22,905,766. Accumulated earn- 
ings which have not been declared 
as dividends are shown under sur- 
plus at $47,013,011. 

The report states that audits and 
appraisals covering approximately 
three-fourths of the company’s 
properties by independent certified 
accountants and engineers indicate 
a reproduction value in excess of 
$500,000,000, as compared with 
plant and investment account of 
$342,899,355 shown in the balance 
sheet. Attention is also called to 
the fact that appreciation in values 
has not been included in the invest- 
ment account. 

President Henry L. Doherty in 
his report to stockholders lays par- 
ticular emphasis upon the neces- 
sity for adopting the three-part 
rate, a proper standard for gas 
service, and a profit-sharing plan 
for the mutual benefit of producers 
and customers. In explaining the 
three-part rate Mr. Doherty says 
that its application calls for a divi- 
sion of the charge for service into 
three parts, one to be uniform per 
customer, one to be uniform per 
unit of demand and one to be uni- 
form per kilowatt-hour or 1,000 cu. 
ft. used, as the case may be. A 
proper standard for gas service, he 
said, is one under which heat quan- 
tity instead of candle-power and 
heat units is delivered. 

Discussing petroleum conditions, 
the report states that this country 
in 1921 consumed and exported 
47,089,000 barrels of oil in excess 
of production during acute sub- 
normal business conditions, and 

(Continued on page 386.) 
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Program, Annual Convention 
of lowa District Gas 
Association 

The Iowa District Gas Associa- 
tion hel dits annual convention at 
the Blackhawk Hotel, Davenport, 

Iowa, on April 19, 20 and 21. 

The program presented was as 
follows: 


WeDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 1922 


10 A. M.—Meeting of officers and 
council. 

Meeting of nominating committee. 
Inspection of Davenport and Mo- 
line gas plants. 

The former will be using mixed 
(coal and coke) generator 
fuel. 

1 P. M.—Opening session. 

Reading of minutes 1921 meeting. 

Report of council by secretary. 

Election of new members. 

Report of treasurer. 

Report of finance committee. 

Report of affiliation representa- 
tives. 

Report of nominating committee. 

Election of officers and affiliation 
representatives. 

Other old business. 

New business. 

8 P. M.—President’s address—C. N. 
Chubb. 

3.30 P. M.—Automobiles will be pro- 
vided for all who wish to take 
sightseeing trips. Rock Island 
Arsenal may be visited. 


Tuvukxsnay, Aprit 20, 1922 


10 A. M.—“The Possibilities of Gas 
Water-Heating”—R. H. Lewis, 
Ruud Manufacturing Company, 
Detroit, Mich. 

“Sales Department Policies’”—H. 
L. Green, Waterloo, Iowa. 

2 P. M.—“‘Publicity—Why ?” —- Joe 
Carmichael, director, Iowa Bu- 
reau Public Utility Information. 

“The American Gas Association” 
Oscar H. Fogg, secretary- 


manager, American Gas Asso- 
ciation. 


“What Happens at the Informa- 
tion Desk’—F. P. Sammons, 
Davenport, Lowa. 

? P. M.—Banquet. 

Address—Douglas Malloch. 


x 
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10 A. M.—Thesis—‘“Steaming Re- 
torts’”—C. J. Myers and George 
W. Burke, engineering exper:- 
ment station, Ames, Iowa. 

“Manufacturing Problems and the 
Small Gas _ Plant” — Charles 
Smith, Yankton, S. D. 

2 P. M.—“The Regulation of Public 
Utilities” — William Chamber- 
lain, general counsel, United 
Light & Railways Company 

Report on “First Short Course for 
Gas Metermen”— Joseph H. 
Ainsworth. 

Film—*“The Spirit of Service.” 


The officers of the association are 
C. N. Chubb, president, Davenport, 
Iowa; H. B. Maynard, first vice- 
president, Waterloo, Iowa; W. J 
Bertke, second vice-president, Sioux 
City, lowa: H. R. Sterrett, secre- 
tary-treasurer, Des Moines, Iowa. 


Natural Gas Explosion Causes 
Damage 


Albion, N. Y.—A disastrous nat- 
ural gas explosion recently occurred 
-at the operations on the Holley farm, 
being conducted by Harder & LaSuer 
of Wellsville for the Western New 
York Independent Oil & Gas Com- 
pany. 

At a depth of about 1,900 ft., a 
high-pressure crevice of gas was ig- 
nited by friction causing the explo- 
sion which seriously damaged the 
drilling equipment. Two men were 
blown through the drill shanty and 
badly hurt. Several thousands of 
dollars damage was done the outfit 
and near-by farm property. Indica- 
tions all point toward a heavy field of 
gas underlying this section. 





Indiana Gas Association Has 
Changed Date of Annual 
Meeting 


The following notice has just 
been issued by the Indiana Gas As- 
sociation : 

“In order to avoid any conflict 
with dates of other gas association 
meetings this year, it has been 
found necessary to change the 
dates of our annual meeting from 
those originally decided upon. The 
meeting therefore will be held on 
Monday and Tuesday, May 8 and 
9, at the West Baden Springs Ho- 
tel, West Baden, Ind. 

“Full information regarding the 
arrangements will be given later. 
The committee in charge is making 
plans which are entirely new, and 
we feel confident that our 1922 
meeting will surpass all previous 
efforts. 

“The weather at West Baden 
during the spring months is ideal, 
and even a few days spent there 
will be of great benefit to everyone. 
The beautiful sunken gardens are 
now nearly completed, while the 
hotel itself has undergone exten 
sive improvements during the past 
year. The large verandas are now 
partly enclosed in glass and com- 
pletely equipped with attractive 
wicker lounging chairs, tables, etc. 
The wonderful atrium is being 
equipped with a radio apparatus, 
which will afford the guests an op- 
portunity of hearing selections 
from grand opera, lectures and cur- 
rent news from many distant 
points. 

“Make your plans now. Special 
rates have been secured and reser- 
vation cards will be sent out short- 
ly. Return yours promptly and be 
assured of satisfactory accommo- 
dations.” 
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New Orieans Railway & Light 
Company to Be Reorganized 


A struggle between the New Or- 
leans Railway & Light Company 
and the commission council which 
was appointed a year ago by the 
city of New Orleans has recently 
been ended by a compromise. Since 
the war the people have been pay- 
ing $1.45 per 1,000 cu. ft. for gas 
and 8 cents carfare. The commis- 
sion council was appointed to in- 
vestigate the financial affairs of the 
company. 

The company’s property was al- 
lowed a valuation of $44,700,000, on 
which 7% per cent was considered 
a fair return to stockholders. The 
struggle which immediately arose 
between the financial interests and 
the commission council finally 
evolved itself into the question of 
just what would be a fair return on 
the present stocks of the company 
and what allowances should be 
made for new money. 


Failure of the commission coun- 
cil and the representatives of the 
security holders to agree on a rate 
of return on new money for the 
reorganized utilities company 
brought a momentary halt to ne- 
gotiations. There was serious con- 
sideration of litigation, heated 
threats by both sides to fight the 
issue to the end. However, a few 
calm members of the commission 
council reminded the excited mem- 
bers that at least two years of liti- 
gation in the Federal courts would 
be necessary to get a final decision 
on the valuation and rate of return 
on the property. During this pe- 
riod an 8-cent carfare and the rate 
of $1.45 per 1,000 cu. ft. of gas 
would prevail, under the protec- 
tion of the Federal injunction re- 
cently affirmed by the Court of Ap- 
peals. It is needless to explain that 
negotiations were resumed. 

Both sides clung to their original 
demands until litigation seemed 
unavoidable. But late Saturday, 
April 8, a compromise was reached 
which will necessitate a reorgani- 
zation of the New Orleans Rail- 
way & Light Company. The utili- 
ties company announces that it will 
be ready for this move within six 
months, or on Oct. 1. 

Generes Dufour, counsel for the 
company, summarized the mechan- 
ical process of reorganization as 
follows: . 

First, there must be a foreclosure 
on the 4% per cent bonds by the 





bondholders, the interest being de- 
faulted. This foreclosure petition, 
it is supposed, will be filed by the 
New York Trust Company, trustee 
of the bondholders. 

After the bill of foreclosure has 
been filed, the special master of 
chancery will call a meeting to take 
testimony for his formal report. 
After lying in the order-book for 
twenty days, the report will be con- 
firmed and a decree of foreclosure 
entered, following which the court 
will enter an order of sale, the 
property will be advertised for 
thirty days, and finally sold. 

Succeeding the transfer of the 
deed the receiver will step out and 
the new company, after electing its 
officers and issuing securities, will 
reduce the present rates in accord- 
ance with the agreement. 

Under the terms of the settle- 
ment the returns on invested capi- 
tal will be limited. Securities can- 
not be sold without the approval of 
the commission council. Street-car 


-fare will be reduced to 7 cents and 


gas to $1.30 per 1,000 cu. ft. The 
commission council will always 
have free access to the company’s 
books and supervise operations. 
Real estate owned at present by 
the company and not needed for 
operations shall be sold and the 
proceeds invested in new equip- 
ment. The city shall have a per- 
petual option to purchase the prop- 
erties. A reserve fund of $300,000 
a year shall be reserved, one-half of 
which is to be reinvested in the 
property and the remainder to be 
used in liquidating the bonds. All 
dividends on common stock at the 
time of reorganization shall be re- 
invested in the property. There 
shall be no stock dividends declared 
and the rate of cash dividends is 
limited. 

Immediately after the publica- 
tion of the news of the compromise 
the securities of the New Orleans 
Railway & Light Company started 
to climb to satisfactory levels. It 
is estimated that more than $10,- 
000,000 will be added to the market 
value of these securities as a result 
of the reorganization plans. 

Receiver J. D. O’Keefe of the 
company said: “I am glad that 
the matter has been finally settled. 
I think everybody concerned 
should be congratulated. If the 


matter had gone into court there 
would have been a long delay and 
the public would have been the 
principai sufferers. This was a fair 
and proper settlement, and every 


effort will be made to shape up the 
final reorganization as quickly as 
possible.” 





Efficiency of Natural Gas Is 


Shown by Demonstration 


Marion, Ill—Natural gas _ con- 
sumed in preparing a dinner recently 
for 100 citizens of Marion, cost just 
eleven cents. The citizens were the 
guests of the Marion Gas Company, 
which gave the dinner for the pur- 
pose of demonstrating the proper use 
of natural gas and its efficiency as a 
fuel when properly utilized. 

Before the preparation of the din- 
ner was started, the meter was read, 
and then read again after the meal 
was cooked. The meter showed 
that 240 cu. ft. of gas was consumed, 
appproximately 11 cents’ worth. 

The meal included 20 apple pies; 
2% gal. of oysters, escalloped ; 50 Ib. 
of lamb, three pecks of potatoes, sal- 
ad dressing, brown gravy, coffee, fif- 
teen cans of peas, creamed; fruit 
cocktail, celery hearts, pickles, olives, 
head lettuce with dressing, bread, 
butter, ice cream, American cheese, 
mint jelly, cigars and cigarettes. 





Key West Gas Co. Sold 


Key West, Fla—The bondhold- 
ers of the Key West Gas Company 
bought the company’s holdings 
here last week, when the company 
was sold to the highest. bidder at 
public auction. 

The bondholders in the case are 
business men of Philadelphia, who 
were represented by M. Bostock 
and Attorney Davis, of that city. 

There was only one bid, that of 
Mr. Bostock, which was for the 
sum of $475,000. 

In 1918 the company went into 
the hands of receivers, but contin- 
ued to do business under the name 
of the Key West Gas Company. 





Contract for Street Lights 


Lowell, Mass.—Mayor George H. 
Brown has contracted with the 
Lowell Gas Light Company to fur- 
nish street lights for five years at 
$24.90 per light. The mayor says 
this will be a saving of $27,846 in 
five years over the figures offered last 
year. 











oe 














382 


AMERICAN GAS JOURNAL 





April 22, 1922 





Kentucky Faces a Crisis in 

Natural Gas Production 

Frankfort, Ky.—Kentucky faces 
a crisis in the production of natural 
gas, both because of the limitation 
of her own fields and because of 
the out of the State supply being 
cut down, according to Dr. Wil- 
lard Rouse Jillson, director of the 
Kentucky Geological Survey, who 
has just completed a book on the 
oil and gas resources of Kentucky. 

The State now is producing only 
one-fourth of the amount of natu- 
ral gas she is using, and it will not 
be long before she will be called 
upon to produce more owing to re- 
duction of the supplies from Ohio 
and West Virginia. 

“In the natural gas problem,” 
says Dr. Jillson in the preface to 
his volume, “the necessity for im- 
mediate conservation is perhaps 
more vividly apparent than in any 
of the other mineral resources. This 
is particularly true of the gas re- 
serve of Kentucky. The really se- 
rious situation which had devel- 
oped in West Virginia, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania may be delayed in 
Kentucky if effective preservation 
measures are introduced at once. 
The matter is urgent. 

“As in all regional problems of 
natural resource conservation, the 
actual co-operation of the individ- 
ual producer and consumer, as well 
as that of the conservation eect- 
ing agent, will be required if the 
best results are to be obtained.” 

All phases of conservation, from 
the newly drilled well to the han- 
dling of natural gas in the homes, 
are treated by Dr. Jillson. He takes 
up each field in the State and gives 
a brief account of its location and 
production. Discussing the history 
of natural gas in this State Dr. Jill- 
son says: 

“The commercial production of 
natural gas in the State of Ken- 
tucky dates back to the year 1863, 
when the old Moreman well, near 
Brandenburg, Meade County, was 
drilled. It was utilized in the man- 
ufacture of salt from brines which 
were found associated with the gas 
in this and other wells in the Bran- 
denburg district. For a number of 
years this Ohio River field was the 
only one of much importance in 
the State, but with the discovery 
of natural gas in large amounts in 
Ohio and West Virginia in the 
middle eighties increased activity 
at once set in, which resulted in the 

laying of an 8-in transmission line 


from the Brandenburg field to Lou- 
isville. The metropolis of Ken- 
tucky, situated thirty miles to the 
northwest of this gas field. thus 
became the first large consumer, 
and the Kentucky Rock Gas Com- 
pany, later the Kentucky Heating 
& Lighting Company, which sup- 
plied the natural gas, became the 
first public utilities corporation 
giving natural gas service. 

“The development of the natural 
gas resources of Kentucky has 
been one of gradwal rather than 
rapid increase. At least six rather 
distinctive periods have been no- 
ted in the growth of this industry.” 





Hillsdale Gas Co. Asks Cut in 


Power of State Body 


Lansing, Mich.—An appeal from 
a State Public Utilities Commis- 
sion order, taken to the State Su- 
preme Court by the \Hillsdale Gas 
Cempany, asks, in effect, that the 
power of the commission in regu- 
lating stock and bond issues for 
utilities be modified. 

The Hillsdale company request- 
ed it be allowed to issue securities 
in the amount of $165,000. It rep- 
resented that figure as a fair value 
of its property. The commission 
on its own valuation placed the 
property figure at $140,000, and is- 
sued an order allowing the com- 
pany to float $100,000 in bonds and 
40,000 in stock. 

It is understood the Hillsdale 
company holds that the commis- 
sion should not be allowed to limit 
the amount of securities to be is- 
sued by a company if the proceeds 
are to be put back into the business 
and will increase the efficiency of 
the utility. If the supreme court 
should hold with the company it 
would deprive the commission of 
considerable of its power in regu- 
lating securities issues. 





Directors Elected 


Portland, Me.—The annual meet- 
ing of the stockholders of the Cum- 
berland County Power & Light Com- 
pany was held last week in Portland, 
and seven directors were elected. 
They are, H. M. Verrill, Frank D. 
True, Robert Braun, Philip Dana, 
H. L. Clark, W. P. Phillips and P. 
G. Gossler. Stockholders expressed 
their appreciation of the services of 
Messrs. Braun, Dana and True, who 
continue on the board of representa- 
tives of the public served by the com 
pany and its subsidiaries. 


Public Utility Notes 


Annual report of Chickasha Gas 
& Electric Company for twelve 
months ended Dec. 31, 1921, shows 
gross of $197,091. Net after taxes 
was $58,807, balance after charges 
$40,435, and after payment of $15,- 
000 preferred dividend there was a 
balance of $25,435, equivalent to 
5.08 per cent on $500,000 common 
stock. There was an increase of 
188 electric customers during 1921 
and forty gas customers, making 
2,719 of the former and 966 of the 
latter. 


Annual report of Long lsland 
Lighting Company for twelve 
months ended Dec. 31, 1921, shows 
a gross of $998,164, compared to 
$877,553, an increase of $120,611. 
Net after taxes was $336,879, 
against $262,916 for 1920, an in- 
crease of $73,963. Gross earnings, 
including companies about to be 
merged, were $1,126,419 in 1921, 
against $986,489 for previous year, 
an increase of $139,930. Net after 
taxes was $383,651, against $295,- 
719 for 1920, an increase of $87,932. 


Preferred stock in the Des 
Moines Gas Company to the 
amount of $358,000 was offered for 
public subscription here April 15. 
The offering is part of an issue of 
stock amounting to $1,250,000, of 
which amount $142,000 has alread, 
been sold. It will carry 8 per cent 
cumulative dividends and will be 
put out at par. 

Mr. Benedict, vice-president of 
the company, said the offering is 
imited to $358,000 because that is 
all the money the company now 
needs to complete its present im- 
provement program, which in- 
cludes extension of the main plant 
and distribution system and con- 
struction of a new gas holder of 
2,500,000 cu. ft. capacity. Funds 
are already on hand to finance a 
great part of this work. It is hoped 
the sale of stock locally will im- 
prove relations between the com- 
pany and its customers, Mr. Bene- 


dict added. 





State Can Fix Price of Gas 


The State of Oklahoma can regu- 
late the price of natural gas, accord- 
ing to the pressure under which it is 
furnished, the United States Su- 
preme Court held in a decision hand- 
ed down in Washington. 








r 








April 22, 1922 


AMERICAN GAS JOURNAL 


383 





Contracts Awarded 


The Southern Indiana Gas & 
Electric Company, of Evansville, 
Ind., which has been operating 
twenty-four by-product gas ovens, 
each of about 5,000 lb. capacity, for 
the last five years, has placed con- 
tract with the Gas Machinery Com- 
pany, of Cleveland, Ohio, for twen- 
ty-four by-product gas ovens, each 
of about 6,000 lb. capacity, com- 
plete with producers, silica ovens 
and settings, and improved type of 
heat recovery flues. 

Carbonizing coal in greater bulk 
than is possible in retorts is becom- 
ing more and more desirable in 
plants of medium and large size, as 
coal can be used which will pro- 
duce a very much better grade of 
coke if carbonized in ovens instead 
of in retorts. 

All of the gas made in the by- 
product gas ovens will be available 
for sale and the ovens will be heat- 
ed with producer gas. 

By-product gas ovens reduce the 
labor, investment, maintenance and 
repairs as compared with gas re- 
torts, and also produce a larger 
quantity of better quality products. 

The gas company’s present coal 
and coke handling and other aux- 
iliary equipment will be used in 
connection with the new ovens, 
construction of which will be start- 
ed immediately. 


Order has recently been placed 
for quite a list of valves which will 
be required in the changes to the 
vard lines at the plant of the Union 
Gas & Electric Company, Bloom- 
ington, Ill. 

This order was placed through 
the United Gas & Electric Engi- 
neering Corporation, of New York 
City, and the valves will be fabri- 
cated by the Western Gas Con- 
struction Company. 


The Lowell (Mass.) Gas Light 
Company is expending approxi- 
mately $200,000 on improvements. 
Here a 50 per cent increase in the 
capacity of one battery of ten 
benches will be obtained without 
extending or rebuilding the retort 
house. Even the old pier walls and 
a portion of the ironwork will be 
retained. The Russell Engineer- 
ing Company is doing the work. 


Several years ago the Decatur 
(Ill.) Railway & Light Company 
installed two outdoor-type round 
steel duplex purifiers, each 15 ft. in 


diameter by 12 ft. high, complete 
with 12-in. gate valves and connec- 
tions, and these outdoor-type puri- 
fiers were among the earliest puri- 
fiers of this type built in Illinois. 

The gas company is now extend- 
ing its purified equipment and has 
placed contract with the Gas Ma- 
chinery Company, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, which built the original in- 
stallation, for the new purifying 
equipment, in which the size of the 
purifier will be 25 ft. in diameter 
by 12 ft. high, in order to take care 
of the increased send-out and pro- 
vide for future growth. 

The purifiers are used in connec- 
tion with the water-gas plant and 
also with the coal-gas plant, which 
consists of six benches of inclined 
sixes, and these benches are pro- 
vided with a motor-driven pressure 
regulator which regulates the suc- 
tion of the exhauster on the re- 
torts so exactly that the benches 
run without any seal in the hydrau- 
lic mains and the scrubber stand- 
pipes have no valves or plugs for 
closing the connection between the 
mouthpieces and the standpipes 
while charging the retorts. The 
gas produced has a practically uni- 
form B.t.u. 


Shipment has recently been made 
of the ironwork required for addi- 
tional gas benches which will be 
built by the Missouri Fire Brick 
Company at the plant of the Ashe- 
ville (N. C.) Power & Light Com- 
pany. This ironwork was furnished 
by the Western Gas Construction 
Company. 


New Design By-Product Coke 
Ovens in Operation 


The Koppers Company has put 
into operation at the plant of the 
Chicago By-Product Coke Company, 
at Chicago, Ill., a battery of by-prod 
uct coke ovens of its new design, 
which was developed by Joseph 
3ecker, consulting engineer of the 
Koppers Company. These ovens 
have been operating since the latter 
part of January, and the results have 
been most remarkable. 

The average coking time has been 
less than eleven hours and at times 
has been under ten hours. Previous 
to this development it was excep- 
tional to operate by-product coke 
ovens under fifteen hours coking 
time. The coke produced is of high- 
est quality, and blast furnace experts 
who have examined it have unani- 


mously stated that in their judgment 
the coke produced in these ovens will 
make possible greatly improved blast 
furnace practice and a lower con- 
sumption of coke per ton of iron pro- 
duced. 

The advantage of this oven to the 
gas industry, aside from the high 
quality of the coke produced and the 
increased revenue possible from this 
source, will be in the increased gas 
capacity possible. 

Whereas formerly it took anv- 
where from fifteen to eighteen hours 
to carbonize a charge of coal, with 
this new oven it is possible to car- 
bonize this coal in from ten to eleven 
hours. In other words, from forty 
to forty-five ovens of this type will 
produce the same amount of gas per 
day as sixty of the older type, mak- 
ing possible a much lower investment 
cost. 

While the new ovens built at Chi- 
cago are of twelve-ton capacity, this 
design has been adapted by the Kop- 
pers Company to the small gas oven 
type oven of from five to six tons 
capacity. 


To Drill Another Well 

The Arkwright Gas Company 
has let a contract to drill a gas well 
on the Kneise Farm at Arkwright, 
about three miles from Forestville, 
N.Y. They have under lease 6,000 
acres of land in and around the 
gusher country near the big well 
brought in by the Fancher, Dickin- 
son & Peek Company. The first 
well located by the Arkwright Gas 
Company had a flow of 12,000,000 
cu. ft. and the proposed well is on 
the same field. 

The Fancher, Dickinson & Peek 
Company will begin well No. 3 at 
once on the Melvin farm, 2,000 ft. 
west of wells 1 and 2. The Repub- 
lic Light, Heat & Power Company 
will also begin drilling on the Beebe 
farm, 2,000 ft. southwest of the 
gusher wells. There is great activ- 
ity and a large number of wells will 
be drilled in the next few months 





Monster Gasser Brought In 

Amarillo, Tex.—Gulf Production 
Company’s No. 1 on the Burk Bur- 
nett ranch in Carson County is re- 
ported a 200,000,000 cu. ft. gasser 
from 2,850 ft. This is the third gas 
sand encountered by this well, the 
first one having developed 75,000,- 
000 ft. at 2,010 ft. and 60,000,000 ft. 
at 2,650 ft. 
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Will Install “White Way” in 
Webster 


Webster, Mass.—The board of se- 
lectmen have been authorized by the 
voters and taxpayers to make a con- 
tract for a term of ten years with 
the Webster & Southbridge Gas & 
Electric Company, for the installa- 
tion of an ornamental “White Way” 
system of lighting through the Main- 
Street business district from Merino 
Bridge to Bartlett Street. The plans 
for the system were presented to the 
promoters and originators of the sys- 
tem by General Manager Albert E. 
Shaw of the Webster & Southbridge 
Gas & Electric Company, and the 
voters sanctioned the measure at the 
annual town meeting in Holden Hall, 
last week, The project was bitterly 
opposed, however, but the mer- 
chants’ bureau which fostered the 
idea, headed by Joseph A. Patenaude, 
selectman and shoe dealer, won the 
fight by a small margin of votes. 


Stockholders Hear Annual 
Report and Elect 
cers 

Los Angeles, Cal.—The Southern 
California Edison Company added 
94,000 h.-p. to its service in the last 
year and sold $14,372,909 worth of 
stock to the general public, accord- 
ing to the annual report to the stock- 
holders just made public by Presi- 
dent John B. Miller. 

It was declared that southern and 
central California form a great field 
for electrical development and that 
the possibilities for future develop- 
ment are apparently unlimited. 

A great many new uses for elec- 
tricity are being devised constantly 
and to keep pace with the times it 
was declared necessary to look for- 
ward to continual additions to both 
lighting and power development. 

John B. Miller was re-elected pres- 
ident of the Southern California Ed- 
ison Company at the annual meeting 
of stockholders which took place in 
the newly-erected Edison Building, 
Third and Broadway, Los Angeles. 
The following officers were re-elect- 
ed: William A. Brackenridge, senior 
vice-president ; R. H. Ballard, vice- 
president and general manager; 
George C. Ward, vice-president in 
charge of operation and construc- 
tion; A. N. Kemp, vice-president in 
charge of finance and accounts; S. 
M. Kennedy, vice-president in charge 
of business development and public 
relations; Alan E. Morphy, secre- 
tary; W. L. Percey, treasurer, and 
Roy V. Reppy, general counsel. 








The board of directors consists of 
R. H. Ballard, William A. Bracken- 
ridge, George I. Cochrane, E H.Rol- 
lins, W. E. Dunn, Arthur H. Flem- 
ing, John H. Fisher, Albert W. Har- 
ris, H. E. Huntington, Howard 
Huntington, John B. Miller, Henry 
M. Robinson and William R. Staats. 

E. H. Rollins, head of the invest- 
ment banking house of E. H. Rollins 
& Sons, of Boston, takes the place 
on the directory made vacant by the 
death of James C. Drake. 





Citizens Gas Company Ready 
for Coal Strike 


The coal-strike situation caused 
the Citizens Gas Company, of Indian- 
apolis—recently reorganized as to 
management—to direct frank an- 
nouncements to its consuming public 
in such a manner that much anxiety 
was allayed. Under a striking ad- 
vertisement, headed “Coal Strike and 
Gas Supply,” the big Indiana utility 
informed its patrons that— 

“In response to many anxious in- 
quiries from our Indianapolis cus- 
tomers, we desire to give the follow- 
ing information: 

“1. We have stocks of coal suffi- 
cient for sixty days’ operation of 
our coke ovens, and we have made 
arrangements with non-union mines 
to keep up our supplies during the 
coal strike. 


“2. We have 500,000 gal. of gas 
oil in stock, which is equivalent to 
thirty days’ requirements, and there 
is no probability that we shall have 
any difficulty in keeping up our sup- 
plies. 

“3. We have so enlarged our wa- 
ter gas producing capacity since the 
strike of two years ago that we could 
take care of the normal spring de- 
mand for gas without using any coal 
at all. 


“4. We shall be able to supply our 
local coke trade without difficulty, 
and do not contemplate any increase 
in our coke prices during the coal 
strike. 


“Unless some conditions now 
wholly unforeseen and unpredictable 
should arise to change the situation, 
gas consumers may feel assured that 
they can continue to receive an ample 
supply of gas for all purposes—both 
industrial and domestic. 

“Citizens Gas Company.” 

This attitude on the part of the In- 
diana company impressed friends of 
the company that its new policy is to 
be one of “tell the public.” 

‘ 


Oil and Gas News from 
Wyoming : 
During the month of March 


twenty-seven wells were completed, 
all but two of them being producers, 
with an aggregate of 7,840 bbl. a day, 
compared with 6,418 bbl. out of six- 
teen completions during February, 
on initial tests. 





The total shipments for Wyoming 
for the week ending March 25 were 
60,200 bbl., compared with 57,750 
bbl. for the week ending March 18. 





The Marine Oil Company have de- 
clared the regular quarterly dividend 
of 2 per cent, pavable to stockhold- 
ers of record May 1, 1922. 





The Ohio Oil Company brought in 
a gas well in section 24. This well 
adjoins the section in which the Ma- 
rine Oil Company owns 160 acres 
jointly with the Ohio Oil Company. 
This well has a capacity of 40,000,- 
000 or 50,000,000 cu. ft. of gas a day, 
carrying a large gasoline content, and 
is, of course, of vast importance to 
the Marine Oil Company. 


At their annual meeting, held in 
Casper, Wyo., the stockholders elect- 
ed a new board of directors, as fol- 
lows: Patrick Sullivan, Robert G. 
Taylor, T. A. Larson, E. F. Ran- 
dolph, W. F. Ott, R. K. Staley and 
L. F. McMahon. The new board 
organized by electing the following 
officers: President and general man- 
ager, R. G. Taylor, vice-president ; 
W. F. Ott, secretary-treasurer, E. F. 
Randolph. 





Well in the Abbey Field Will 
Supply Buffalo 


Forestville, N. Y.—The Iroquois 
Natural Gas Company, of Buffalo, 
N. Y., is making effort to secure con- 
trol of the entire output of natural 
gas in the Abbey-Forestville District, 
Chatauqua County. 

The 12,000,000 cu. ft. per day well 
recently brought in near Abbey has 
caused a tremendous shakeup in 
property values. It is estimated 
more than 150 farms in the vicinity 
of Abbey. Forestville, Sheridan and 
Arkwright have changed hands in 
the past few days. 

The well at Abbey has been con- 
tracted for by the Iroquois Natural 
Gas Company and preparations are 
being made to lay pipe line to city of 
Buffalo. 














April 22, 1922 


AMERICAN GAS JOURNAL 


385 

















HeneRnuennen caver javeevenonnaneenen 








ren 


President of Philadelphia 
Company 


At the annual stockholders’ meet- 
ing held recently, the board of di- 
rectors of the Philadelphia Com- 
pany re-elected Arthur W. Thomp- 
son president. The following direc- 
tors were also elected: James H. 
Reed, James D. Callery, George S. 
Davison, Gerhard M. Dahl, Benja- 
min S. Guinness, Russell H. Boggs, 
George E. McCague, Eugene V. R. 
Thayer, Moritz Rosenthal, Charles 
Hayden, Everett B. Sweezy, Mason 
B. Starring and Mr. Thompson. 


C. R. Lane, of Kingston, N. Y., 
an experienced gas engineer, arrived 
in Colorado Springs, Col., last week 
to take up his duties as superintend- 
ent of the gas department of the Col- 
orado Springs Light, Heat & Power 
Company. He succeeds W. A. To- 
bias, who has been made general 
manager of the Otero County Gas 
Company, at La Junta, having taken 
this position some time ago. Mr. 
Lang was with the Kingston com- 
pany for twelve years and is experi- 
enced in all branches of the gas in- 
dustry, both coal and water systems. 
Mrs. Lang accompanied him. 

The new holder being built by the 
company is practically completed. 


Watton Fercuson, chairman of 
the board of directors of the Stam- 
ford Gas & Electric Company and 
widely known in financial circles of 
New England and New York, died 
at his home in Stamford, on the night 
of April 7, in his eightieth year. Af- 
ter his graduation from Trinity Col- 
lege, he became associated with his 
father in banking in New York with 
the firm of J. & W. Ferguson. Some 
years later he went to Pittsburgh and 
was associated with Henry C. Frick 
in the coke business. He was one of 
the organizers of the Brooklyn Edi- 
son Company, a founder of the Kings 
County Electric Company, which 
later was taken over by the former 
company, and was active in the for- 
mation of the Union Carbide Com- 
pany. At the time of his death he 
was president of the Stamford Trust 
Company, president of the First Na- 
tional Bank, and a member of the 
Union League of New York City. 
His wife and five children survive. 





Herzvert S. Sraw, treasurer and 
superintendent of the Webster & 
Southbridge & Electric Com- 
pany, left an estate valued at $169,- 
615.67, according to an inventory 
filed in the probate court by his ad- 
ministrator, Albert E. Shaw, who has 
succeeded his father as treasurer of 
the company. Mr. Shaw owned 850 
shares of stock in the gas and elec- 
tric company, valued at $87,550. He 
also owned 250 shares of the Daniel- 
son & Plainfield Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, preferred, valued at $21,505, 
and 410 shares of the common stock 
of the company valued at $9,443. 
Real estate owned by Mr. Shaw is 
appraised at $6,200. Frederick W. 
Johnson, of Webster, was the ap- 
praiser. 


{ — ~ 
mas 


six 
years with the Worcester Gas Com- 
pany, the past two vears as chief 
chemist, has accepted a position as 
chief chemist with the Rockport Gas 
Company, at Rockport, Il. 


Nicnoras SANtTosuosso, for 


Wyman F. Jackson, aged twenty- 
three years, associated with the Twin 
State ‘Gas & Electric Company, Brat- 
tleboro, Vt., fell from a ladder while 
in the employ of the company on 
South Main Street, on March 30, re- 
ceived fatal injuries, and died at the 
Memorial Hospital, within two 
hours. He was knocked from the 
ladder by the limb of a tree, which 
had been sawed off and fell about 
fifteen feet, sustaining a fractured 
skull and fractured windpipe. Mr. 
Jackson was a member of the Brat- 
tleboro Fire Department, a corporal 
in the Regimental Headquarters 
Company, One Hundred and Sev- 
enty-second Infantry, and a member 
of Brattleboro Lodge of Moose. 


DeWitt Ciinton, of the Worces- 
ter Gas Light Company, who has 
charge of the speaking part of the 
program for the luncheons of the 
Worcester Kiwanis Club, has been 
receiving deserved compliments 
Some big men are appearing con- 
stantly on the weekly announcements 


of the club. 


Georce F. How.anp, treasurer of 
the Massachusetts Lighting Compa- 
nies, has announced the regular quar- 
terly dividend of $1.50 per share on 
the 6 per cent preferred shares and 
$2 per share on the 8 per cent pre- 
ferred shares, payable on April 15, 
to stockholders of record March 25. 


Crirton A. Tenney has resigned 
his position with the Leominster Fire 
Department, to accept a position with 
the Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric 
Light Company, at Pawtucket, R. I., 
leaving the department Saturday, 
April 8. 


James L. Ricwarps, president of 
the Massachusetts 
who has been in Florida recuperat- 


ing from a recent operation, has re- 
turned very much improved in 


health. 


Gas Company, 


GENERAL. Manacer C. W. Tac: 
GART of the Norwich Gas & Electric 
Department, gave a talk on “Ser- 
vice,” at the mid-week noonday 
luncheon of the Norwich Rotary 
Club at Norwich last week. Mr. 
Taggart, while not explaining much 
about the department itself or the 
plant at Greeneville, spoke princi- 
pally on the amount of work and the 
service rendered the people. He also 
spoke of the apportionment of the 
$1,250,000 in the plant and illustrat- 
ed his talk with a chart. 


Tue NeepHam Gas APPLIANCE 
Company, Inc., formerly of 150 


Lafayette Street, New York, 
nounces the removal of its offices to 
its new plant, 46 Brook Avenue, Pas- 
saic, N. J. This company manufac- 
tures a line of high-pressure and low- 
pressure systems and appliances for 
the economical and efficient combus- 
tion of gaseous fuel. 


an- 


Tne Atuor ( Mass.) Gas & ELec- 
TRIC Company has leased the store in 
the Pequoig Block to be vacated by 
the Winn Electrical Company and 
the Athol Bootery. The gas and elec 
tric company has had quarters in the 
Lyric Building for the past fifteen 
years. 


Tue Pustic Service PropuctTion 
Company, Newark, N. J., has been 
organized to design and construct 
power and industrial plants, the val- 
uation and management of public 
utilities and similar activities. N. A. 
Clark is vice-president and general 
manager and E. B. Meyer chief en- 
gineer. 


Boston ConsoLipaTtep Gas Com- 
PANY, Boston, Mass., reports output 
for March, 1922, as 583,119,000 cu. 
ft., an increase of 2.9 per cent over 
corresponding month a year ago. 






















386 


AMERICAN GAS JOURNAL 


April 22, 1922 





Cities Service Annual Report 
(Continued from paae 379.) 
that without abnormally heavy 
Mexican importations stocks would 
have been depleted instead of in- 
creased. The opinion is expressed 
that the world faces an oil short- 
age within the next few years, with 
inevitably higher prices. The pub- 
lic utilities owned by the company 
established a commendable record, 
due to decreased operating ex- 
penses through a reduction in fuel 
and labor costs, a satisfactory fea- 
ture of the latter being a readjust- 
ment without friction between em- 

ployees and management. 


The company continued its plan 
of developing the marketing branch 
of its business by entering new 
markets, which were selected with 
relation to their advantageous lo- 
cation with respect to company re- 
fining plants. 

General statistics of the year 
show that 11,565,993 barrels of oil 
were produced, and the company 
sold 36,133,082,000 cu. ft. of natural 
gas, 5,849,050,310 cu. ft. of artificial 
gas, 647,751,497 kw.-hr. of elec- 
trical energy, and 95,274,280 pas- 
sengers were cafried on its electric 
tailways. Concluding his remarks 
to stockholders President Doherty 
said: 

“Your board feels that the out- 
look for the future is very encour- 
aging. The return of the country 
to normal business conditions in 
all lines, while gradual, is assured. 
As the oil and public utility activi- 
ties are vital factors in the general 
economic situation, your company 
will share in the general benefits, 
and you can look confidently to the 
enhancement in the value of your 
holdings.” 





No Agreement Yet in Gas 
Litigation 

Chattanooga, Tenn.—No agree- 
ment has yet been reached through 
negotiations started between the 
Chattanooga Gas Company and the 
Chattanooga Coke & Gas Company 
in an effort to settle out of court 
the gas controversy. However, this 
has largely been due to the fact 
that the coke market has not 
opened up sufficiently for the Chat- 
tanooga Coke & Gas Company to 
resume operation. It is believed 
that when this is possible the two 
companies will reach an agreement 
that will adjust all difficulties and 
a new contract will be made by the 


coke company with the gas com- 
pany to furnish the latter gas at a 
rate that will in the end be bene- 
ficial to the consumers 

While it is understood the Chat- 
tanooga Coke & Gas Company has 
been selling and shipping some 
coke, there is still an enormous 
stock on hand in its yards. The 
coke market is opening up gradu- 
ally, but until the stock of coke 
that is on hand at the various ovens 
throughout the South is disposed 
of it is not likely that the ovens 
will be started up. 

Regarding the litigation between 
the two companies, an order went 
down recently delaying transcript 
until May 1. Meanwhile the ne- 
gotiations between the two con- 
cerns are still proceeding. 

The quality of coke manufac- 
tured by the Chattanooga Coke & 
Gas Company is especially suitable 
for blast furnaces, and until these 
furnaces are started up there will 
be no material demand for its prod- 
uct. It was first thought by offi- 
cials of the Chattanooga Coke & 
Gas Company that it would be pos- 
sible to start the local plant about 
April 1, but owing to market con- 
ditions this idea had to be aban- 
doned. 

Several conferences between the 
officials of both companies have 
been held in an effort to work out 
some plans for the settlement of 
the negotiations. 





Reduction in Rates Announced 


The Northern Connecticut Light 
& Power Company, Windsor Locks, 
Conn., announced a reduction in the 
cost of gas service in the following 
advertisement which appeared in the 
local papers : 


To Our Gas Customers: 

We are pleased to announce a re- 
duction in charges for gas service, 
and are making good our promise to 
voluntarily reduce our rates as soon 
as reduced costs would permit us to 
do so. 


We have secured a reduction in 
the price of gas purchased and are 
passing the entire amount of this on 
to our customers, which will mean a2 
yearly saving of nearly $11,900 to 
our present gas consumers. 


The new rate will go into effect 


for gas consumed beginning with me- 
ter readings taken after April 15, and 


the reduction will appear on bills 
after May 15, and will be as follows: 


Minimum charge, 90 cents per month 
per meter, for which 300 cu. ft. of 
gas will be allowed. 

15 cents per 100 cu. ft. for the next 
10,000 cu. ft. per month. 

14 cents per 100 cu. ft. for the next 
10,000 cu. ft. per month. 

13 cents per 100 cu. ft. for the next 
10,000 cu. ft. per month. 

12 cents per 100 cu. ft. for all over 
30,300 cu. ft. per month. 

sills will be rendered net. 


This is a reduction of 20 cents per 
thousand cubic feet for the first 
1,000 cu. ft. consumed per month 
and 15 cents per thousand cubic feet 
on all gas consumed in excess of 
1,000 cu. ft. per month. 

We have only about fifty scattered 
prepayment gas meters in service. 
These meters cost more than regular 
meters and are more expensive to 
maintain and entail a great collec- 
tion expense. ; 

These meters are now set for 16% 
cents per hundred cubic feet and no 
change will be made in the price 
gear, but the service charge of 50 
cents per month will be abolished and 
a minimum charge of 90 cents for 
300 cu. ft. or less per month substi- 
tuted. A bill will be rendered quar- 
terly showing credit or charge based 
on regular meter rates. 

We will be glad to replace any pre- 
payment meter with a regular meter 
without expense to the customer. 

It is hoped that this substantial re- 
duction in gas rates will be appre- 
ciated, and be of mutual benefit. 


Water P. SCHWABE, 
V.-P. and Gen Mgr. 
NorTHERN CoNNECTICUTT LIGHT 
& Power ComMPANY. 
April 6, 1922. 





Purifier Equipment for Export 


Contract has been placed for an 
elaborate list of gate valves, special 
three-way valves, cast-iron fittings 
and steel pipe which will be export- 
ed to the Societe Anonyme du Gaz 
de Rio de Janeiro. These will be 
used in connection with a large in- 
stallation of purifiers that are being 
built in their plant. The contract 
was placed through the Canadian 
Engineering Agency of New York 
City, with the Western Gas Con- 
struction Company. 





